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FROM THE EDITOR 

BY DARREN IVY 

Sunday morning's announcement by Eichorst signals the end of the Bo Pelini era, 
despite a 9-3 record and the most wins ever by a NU coach in his first seven seasons in 
Lincoln. 
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ALLGAMES ARECST 


ON THE COVER 

Nebraska Athletic Director Shawn Eichorst addresses the 
media on Sunday afternoon at Memorial Stadium. An 
e-mail was sent out Sunday morning announcing that 


Eichorst had dismissed head coach Bo Pelini as the head 
coach after seven seasons. Pelini finished his final season 
with a 9-3 mark after NU's 37-34 overtime win over lowa 
on Nov. 28. 
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INABILITY TO WIN 
BIG GAMES LED T0 


EICHORST’S DECISION. 


TO DISMISS PELINI 


AD WILL LEAD SEARCH 
FOR NEXT FOOTBALL 
COACH ON HIS OWN 
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That’s journalism for you and when the 
story arises you go chasing it no matter the 
deadline, and especially when it’s the big- 
gest news story in Husker Nation. 

So what follows is my third attempt at a 
column to sum up happenings of the past 72 
hours and ironically goes back to the message 
of the first one I was writing after Nebraska 
had fallen behind 24-7 against Iowa on Nov. 
28 and seemed destined to lose its third-game 
in a row to end the regular season. 

It went something like: When Steve 
Pederson was hired back in 2003 as Ne- 
braska’ Athletic Director, he stated that he 
was not going to let the Nebraska football 
program “‘gravitate to mediocrity” and 
subsequently fired head coach Frank Solich 
after a 9-3 regular season. Pederson is long 
gone and two athletic directors later, cur- 
rent AD Shawn Eichorst will surely be faced 
with many questions about NUS football 
program after this... 

Then came NU’s biggest road comeback 
in school history and my column’s tone had 
changed to: Well maybe there is a little bit of 
fight let in this Nebraska football team afier- 
all. Despite two-straight weeks of loses and 
really nothing but pride and possibly their 
head coaches ‘job to play for, NU ended the 
regular season on a positive vibe with a 37- 
34 overtime win... 

The Iowa game was a typical perfor- 


BY DARREN IVY 


twitter.com/Darrenlvy1 


mance NU fans have come to expect the 
past seven years with Pelini at the helm - 
plenty of highs and some really bad lows, 
sometimes happening in the midst of the 
same games, 

There is no arguing that Bo Pelini was a 
fighter and tried his best as Nebraska’s head 
coach, Eichorst acknowledged this at his 
press conference. 

Pelini never lost fewer than nine games in 
his time in Lincoln and his 67 victories in his 
first seven seasons is more than any coach in 
the same period during the 125 years of the 
program. But his teams also struggled might- 
ily in the big games and he never was able to 
bring a conference title to Nebraska. 

“We weren’t good enough in the games 
that mattered against championship-caliber 
opponents,” Eichorst said. “I didn’t see that 
changing at the end of the day. I think new 
leadership is in order.” 

As Eichorst begins the search for Pelini’s 
replacement, the program is in much better 
standing that it was seven years ago when 
Pelini was hired back to Nebraska following 
a 5-7 campaign by Bill Callahan — the man 
who was brought in by Pederson to reverse 
mediocrity, but instead tumed in the only 
two losing seasons since 1961. 

“This isn’t a day of celebration for me,” 
Eichorst said. ‘“We have a lot of really good 
people in our program who are hurting. We 
need to thank Coach Pelini for the service 
he’s provided and the sacrifices he’s made.” 

Barney Cotton will be the interim head 
coach for the bowl and Eichorst didn’t indi- 
cate a time frame to hire the next coach, oth- 
er than stating he would conduct the search 
on his own and find the best candidate. 

“I have been doing this a while. I have 
great faith and confidence in my approach,” 
Eichorst said. “Nebraska has everything is 
needs to be successful as the highest level. 
We are positioned to play championship ca- 
liber football at the University of Nebraska.” 
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Clockwise from above: Dana and Brad Palmer 
from Omaha brought their boys, Cole (8), Re- 
ece (10) and Grant (12) to the game. lowa fan 
Blane Joslin (6) and Nebraska fan Jaiden Mazer 
(7) from Council Bluffs pose with the Heroes 
Game Trophy. From left: Sam Maschka of Denver, 
Colo., Jake Houlihan of Lincoln, Fred Dajnski of 
Loup City, Mark Houlihan of Omaha, Dan Maschka 
of Omaha and Jeff Maschka of Lincoln bundle up 
before the game. Don Graff, grandfather of Husker 
offensive lineman, Zach Sterup, and cousin Kyle St- 
erup, 12, of Osceola pose for a photo outside of Kin- 
nick Stadium. Johnathan Guiltier, 14, Skyler Work- 
man,14, Keri Workman and Jim Gualtieri pose for 
a photo inside Kinnick Stadium before the game. 
From left: Omahans Josh Blaisdeu, Dustin Meyer, 
Ross Jones and Angelia Klopp show off their school 
spirit before the game. Rex Froehlich, 11, from 
LaVista bundles up before the lowa game as wind- 
chills were around 0 degrees. A good contingency 
of Husker fans dressed up for the game, includ- 
ing these two boys. From left: Mike, Roxanne and 
Shane Sexton and Brooke Duncan all braved the 
cold to attend the game from Sioux City, lowa. Tim 
and Steve Olejniczak from Des Moines, lowa throw 
the bones down on the Kinnick Stadium field be- 
fore the game. lowa fans celebrate a big play at the 
beginning of the third quarter. Despite the 24-7 def- 
icit, Husker fans continued to be behind the team as 
it came back to win 37-34 in overtime. 


NU fans work overtime at Kinnick Stadium 
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Press Conference 


Pelini dismissed after 9-3 season 


Eichorst concludes that not enough improvement made 


STORY BY LANNY HOLSTEIN | PHOTO BY MITCH OTTO 


ebraska is on the mar- 

ket for a new head foot- 

ball coach. Athletic Di- 

rector Shawn Eichorst 

announced Sunday that 
he felt the football program needed new 
leadership, and it was time to move on 
from the Bo Pelini era. 

"I informed Coach Pelini of my deci- 
sion this morning," Eichorst said. "Careful 
consideration and contemplation went into 
my decision process, and I'm well aware 
of the short term impact on our student 
athletes, but in the end, this is what's best 
for the university." 

Eichorst informed the players of his 
decision via email Sunday morning  be- 
cause the majority of them were home on 
Thanksgiving break, but he said he would 
follow up with them later that night for a 
more personal meeting. 

Eichorst said the decision was made 
after weighing a variety of factors, but 
the AD kept coming back to the struggles 
Pelini's staff encountered in meaningful 
football games. Eichorst said he came 
up with criteria before the season that he 
thought needed to be met, and that enough 


of it wasn't taken care of at the end of the 
year. 

"I didn't see enough improvement in ar- 
eas that I thought needed to be improved 
to play championship caliber football,” the 
AD said. "We just, for whatever reason, 
weren't good enough in the games that 
mattered against championship quality, 
caliber opponents. I didn't see that chang- 
ing, at the end of the day." 

Eichorst was quick to point out that 
Pelini did a great job of running a clean 
program off the field and tried his best to 
get it over the hump on it. He just didn't 
see the results he was looking for. 

"It wasn't a lack of effort by him or his 
staff or our wonderful players, but I think 
we needed new leadership," Eichorst said. 
"We are looking forward to heading in that 
direction." 

To do so, the athletic department will 
have to absorb a $7.9 million dollar buy- 
out of the head coach plus another $4 mil- 
lion in money owed to assistants that are 
let go. If Pelini or his assistants find work 
this following season at another school, 
there is mitigation in their contracts that 
would make the payout less. 
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Tight ends and offensive line coach 
Barney Cotton will take over as interim 
head coach for the bow! game. 

"Barney Cotton is a Husker through and 
through," Eichorst said. "He has agreed to 
serve as our interim head coach and has 
agreed to work with our other assistant 
staff members to prepare our wonderful 
team for a bowl game. Coach Cotton is a 
man of integrity and a great teacher of the 
game of football. | know he will do great 
things with this team before we get a new 
leader in place." 

The search for Nebraska's next coach 
began as soon as Eichorst's press confer- 
ence concluded. The AD said he was going 
to get to work in the coming days to find a 
replacement and that he was confident Ne- 
braska could draw a big time coach, 

"We have the best fan base in college 
sports, a legion of generous supporters, 
abundant resources and first class facilities," 
Eichorst said. "We compete in the premier 
athletic conference, the Big Ten. We have 
tremendous student athletes, and we have a 
world class education to offer them. There- 
fore, | am confident we will find a great 
coach to lead our storied program." 


Dec. 23, 2002: Bo Pelini joins Frank Solich’s staff 
as a defensive coordinator. 

Dee. 29, 2003: Serving as interim head coach fol- 
lowing the dismissal of Solich, Pelini leads Nebraska 
toa 17-3 win over Michigan State in the Alamo Bowl. 
It's the first-career head coaching win for Pelini. 

Dec. 2, 2007: One day after coaching in the SEC 
title game, Pelini is named head coach at Nebraska, 
replacing Bill Callahan. He led LSU's defense to a 
win over Ohio State in the BCS title game prior to 
taking over at Nebraska. 

Jan. 1, 2009: Pelini leads Nebraska to a 26-21 
win over Clemson in the Gator Bowl, allowing Ne- 
braska to finish 9+ in Pelini's first season. 

Dec. 5, 2009: Nebraska puts together a dominat- 
ing defensive effort, shutting down Texas' offense led 
by quarterback Colt McCoy, The Huskers believe 
they have won when McCoy's pass falls incomplete, 
but one second is put back on the clock and Texas 
kicks a game winning field goal to win the Big 12 title 
13-12 over Nebraska. 

Dec. 30, 2009: Still seething from the loss to Tex- 
as, Nebraska heads to the Holiday Bowl in San Diego 
where it shuts down Arizona 33-0, Nebraska finishes 
14th in the AP and Coaches Poll, the highest year-end 
ranking under Pelini. Nebraska finished No. | in both 
scoring and pass efficiency defense that season. 

June 11, 2010; Nebraska's vote unanimously to 
leave the Big 12 and accept an invitation to play in the 
Big Ten, starting with the 2011 school year. 

Oct. 7, 2010: No, 7 Nebraska and its redshirt 
freshman quarterback Taylor Martinez make a splash 
on national television, with Martinez rushing for 241 
yards and four touchdowns on just 15 carries ina 48- 
13 win. 

Oct. 16,2010: No.5 Nebraska loses 20-13 in Me- 
morial Stadium to Texas. 

Oct. 30, 2010: Nebraska beats No. 7 Missouri 
31-17 at home behind a career day from Roy Helu, 
Jr. That game will mark the highest-ranked oppo- 
nent who Pelini’s team has beaten, It also is the game 
where quarterback Taylor Martinez injures his ankle 
ona quarterback keeper. 

Noy. 20, 2010: Nebraska loses 9-6 on the road 
to Texas A&M. It's a night to forget as the Huskers 
self-destruct with 16 penalties. Martinez is hurt again, 
and is shown being yelled at by Pelini on the side- 
lines, For his treatment of referees in the game, Pelini 
is publicly reprimanded by Chancellor Harvey Perl- 
man, 

Dec. 4, 2010; Nebraska takes a 17-0 lead on 
Oklahoma in the second quarter of the Big 12 Cham- 
pionship game, but squanders the lead, losing 23-20, 

Sept. 3, 2011: Nebraska opens its first season as 
a member of the Big Ten with several new coaches, 
including new offensive coordinator Tim Beck. Beck 
promises a multiple offense high on tempo. 

Oct. 1, 2011: The Huskers open Big Ten play at 
Wisconsin and fall behind early to the Badgers and 
transfer quarterback Russell Wilson, eventually los- 
ing 48-17. 

Oct. 8, 2011: Nebraska spots Ohio State a 27-6 
lead midway through the third quarter before storm- 
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Coach Bo Pelini Timeline at Nebraska 


ing back to win 34-27 — the largest comeback in 
school history. It is after this game that Pelini is re- 
corded making disparaging remarks about Nebras- 
ka's fans prior to an interview. 

Nov. 12, 2011: Nebraska travels to No. 12 Penn 
State during the week Joe Patemo is removed as head 
coach. There is much uncertainty about whether the 
game will even be played. Nebraska assistant coach 
Ron Brown leads a pregame prayer at midfield for 
both teams, and Pelini is at his best at the post-game 
press conference, talking about the big picture of 
football. Nebraska also beats Penn State 17-14. 

Nov. 19, 2011: Nebraska travels to Ann Arbor to 
take on Michigan, and gets badly blown out as penal- 
ties and poor defense result in a 45-17 loss to the No. 
20 Wolverines. 

Dec. 2011: Following the end of the season, de- 
fensive coordinator Carl Pelini leaves Nebraska to 
take the head coaching job at Florida Adantic. Defen- 
sive line coach John Papuchis is elevated to defensive 
coordinator and Nebraska hires defensive line coach 
Rick Kaczenski from Iowa. 

Oct. 6, 2012: Having already suffered a non-con- 
ference loss to UCLA, Nebraska is beaten 63-38 on 
the road at Ohio State. After the game, Pelini says that 
his team must win-out to reach its goals, 

Noy. 3, 2012: Nebraska continues its winning 
streak, getting a last minute touchdown pass from 
Taylor Martinez to Jamal Tumer to steal a win over 
Michigan State in East Lansing. 

Nov. 23, 2012: On a frigid day at Kinnick Sta- 
dium, Nebraska gets a strong second half from Rex 
Burkhead to claim a 13-7 win — its sixth straight since 
falling to Ohio State — and punch its ticket to India- 
napolis. 

Dec. 1,2012: Any momentum Nebraska goes out 
the window in the Big Ten title game as the Huskers 
yield 539 yards rushing in a 70-31 loss to Wisconsin. 

Sept. 14, 2013: Nebraska jumps to an early 21-3 
lead before UCLA scores 38 unanswered points to 
defeat Nebraska 41-21. 

Sept. 16, 2013: Following Pelini's weekly press 
conference, an audiotape of Pelini making disparag- 
ing remarks about fans recorded following the Ohio 
State game in 2011 is leaked to Deadspin making 
national headlines. 

Oct. 27, 2013: Nebraska allows 271 yards rush- 
ing in a 34-23 road loss at Minnesota. 
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Nov. 2, 2013: Jordan Westerkamp catches a Hail 
Mary from Ron Kellogg III to give Nebraska a 27-24 
win over Northwestem. 

Nov. 16, 2013: In a game that decided which 
team would go to the Big Ten title game, Nebraska 
loses to Michigan State 41-28 as the Huskers play 
well, but tum the ball over five times in the loss. 

Nov. 29, 2013: Nebraska drops the season fi- 
nale 38-17 to Iowa — a strange game that includes a 
botched fake punt and a 15-yard penalty for Pelini 
after the head coach swung his hat in the direction of 
an official. After the game, Pelini, asked about his job 
status, all but dares Shawn Eichorst to fire him. 

Nov. 30, 2013: Eichorst releases a short statement 
of support for Pelini, opening the door for Pelini’s 
seventh season at Nebraska. 

April 12, 2014: Pelini emerges from the tunnel 
before the spring game with a cat, that he holds up 
Lion King style — a nod to Twitter parody account 
FauxPelini. The move draws national headlines. 

Sept. 20, 2014: In an anticipated primetime 
matchup, Nebraska tops Miami 41-31 behind a huge 
effort from Ameer Abdullah. 

Oct. 4, 2014; Nebraska takes on Michigan State, 
spotting the Spartans a big lead, but end up having the 
ball and a chance to win in the fourth quarter, before 
falling short 27-22. 

Nov. 1, 2014: The Huskers improve to 8-1 with a 
35-14 win over Purdue. In the game. Ameer Abdul- 
lah hurts his knee. Nebraska heads into the bye week 
with a big matchup looming against Wisconsin. 

Nov. 15, 2014: Nebraska takes a 17-3 lead early 
in the second quarter against the Badgers before Wis- 
consin runs off 56 unanswered points in a 59-24 win 
over the Huskers. Melvin Gordon sets a new NCAA 
record with 408 yards and added four touchdowns. 

Novy. 22,2014: Nebraska again takes an early lead 
— 21-7 at halftime — but can’t stop Minnesota’s run 
game and drops its second straight game. Big picture 
questions about Nebraska’s direction and Pelini’s 
program follow at the following Monday’s press 
conference. 

Nov. 28, 2014: Nebraska comes from behind in 
the second half and tops Iowa 37-34 in overtime. It 
will be the final win of Pelini’s tenure at Nebraska. 

Nov. 30, 2014: Athletic director Shawn Eichorst 
announces via statement that he has fired Bo Pelini 
effective immediately. 
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Armstrong lays it on the line to lead comeback 


STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


ommy Armstrong Jr. 
came through when 


it mattered most for 


Nebraska in the Corn- 


huskers’ 37-34 over- 
time victory at lowa. 
Through the first three quarters, 


Armstrong was a mere 7-of-20 passing 
for 100 yards with two interceptions, 
two touchdowns and had been sacked 
twice as Nebraska trailed 24-14. In the 
fourth quarter and overtime combined, 
the 6-foot-1, 220-pounder from Cibolo, 
Texas, was 5-of-7 through the air for 102 
yards and two scores, including a game- 
winning 9-yard TD pass to wide receiver 
Kenny Bell in overtime. 

“T can tell you this: That is one of the 
guttiest performances I’ve seen in a long 


itacklelagainstilowa:. 


time from a quarterback,” Nebraska head 
coach Bo Pelini said of Armstrong. “Let 
me tell you, he ain’t perfect — he’s got a 
lot to learn and a lot of things he can get 
better at — but there isn’t anybody who 
competes harder than he does.” 

Armstrong, who was 3-of-7 passing 
with two interceptions and two sacks in 
the first half, finished 12-of-27 for 202 
yards with a career-high four TDs. De- 
spite his first-half struggles, Armstrong 
said Nebraska offensive coordinator Tim 
Beck told him the Huskers needed their 
quarterback to step up to have any hope 
of making a comeback. 

“Coach Beck told me at halftime, ‘In 


order to win this game, you're going to 


oO 
have to throw the ball. You’re going to 


have to make smart decisions, you're go- 


ing to have to put your teammates in the 
right position and win the game. We be- 
lieve in you,’ Armstrong said. “He said, 
... ‘Just go out and do what you do. Just 
go back to your high school days and just 
have fun.”” 

For a few anxious moments, it ap- 
peared Armstrong might not even make 
it to the second half. Playing with a sore 
rib that had been bothering Armstrong 
for the previous two weeks, he was shak- 
en up after a short run and was sidelined 
for two plays with 8 1/2 minutes left in 
the second quarter. 

“He took a lot of shots,” Pelini said of 
Armstrong. “And with our makeshift of- 
fensive line — guys in and out — we didn’t 
do a great job protecting him and he just 
kept playing.” 


o Pe 
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STORY BY TERRY DOUGLASS | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 
edemption came quickly 
for Nebraska freshman 
wide receiver and kick 
returner De’ Mornay 
Pierson-E]. 

Six days after losing two costly fumbles 
in a loss to Minnesota, Pierson-El had 
three punt returns for 134 yards — all in the 
final 16 minutes — to give Nebraska a sig- 
nificant spark in its 37-34 overtime victory 
at Iowa. The 5-foot-9, 175-pound fresh- 
man from Alexandria, Virginia, provided 
his largest contribution to the Huskers’ 
comeback with an 80-yard punt return 
for a touchdown that put NU ahead 28-24 
with 12:06 remaining in regulation. 

“I kind of knew everybody was folding 
to one side, so I cut back to the opposite 
side of the field,” Pierson-E] said. “I fig- 
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‘Fearless’ freshman sparks Husker victory 


ured I'd have a lane and maybe one or two 
people to beat. | didn’t know it was going 
to be that wide open.” 

Pierson-E] said he got key blocks by 
Taariq Allen and Chris Jones, but also cred- 
ited Nebraska’s entire punt-return unit. 

“I needed every single block, so eve- 
rybody that was on that team’s blocking 
helped,” Pierson-E] said. 

Although Nebraska fell behind 31-28 
on Jordan Canzeri’s 5-yard TD pass from 
Jake Rudock with 1:49 left in the fourth 
quarter, the Huskers forced overtime with 
Drew Brown’s 20-yard field goal with 
eight seconds remaining in regulation. NU 
finally prevailed when quarterback Tommy 
Armstrong Jr. answered the Hawkeyes’ 
field goal to open OT with a 9-yard game- 
winning TD pass to wide receiver Kenny 


Bell. 

“It was real sweet,” Pierson-El said of 
Nebraska’s victory, which tied for the larg- 
est road comeback in school history after 
the Huskers trailed 24-7 with 8:45 left in 
the third quarter. “We just wanted to send 
the seniors out with a W and we came here 
with one goal in mind — just to do that — 
and we accomplished it.” 

Pierson-El returned two punts for 121 
yards in the fourth quarter, including the 
80-yard TD. He also had a 41-yard return 
earlier in the fourth quarter, giving him 
nine returns of 20 yards or longer this 
season. 

“To be a freshman and go back and 
return punts the way he does, that’s not 
easy to do,” Nebraska head coach Bo Pelini 
said. “And he’s fearless about it.” 
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o Pelini and the Nebraska 

football team are like the 

fly that you just can’t 

swat. You think you've 

got them cornered, but 
time and time again, they find a way to es- 
cape imminent death. 

They did it again Saturday in lowa City. 
Down 24-7 afier a 12-yard Drew Ott punt 
retum found the endzone, it looked like 
the lights might be shutting off on this 
head coach and this team. But as was the 
case multiple times during an improbable 
6-game wining streak in 2012 and again 
against Northwestern, Michigan and Penn 
State a year ago, the Huskers found a way 
to pull out a 37-34 win. 

“It was a crazy game,” Nebraska coach 
Bo Pelini said. “I told our team that I’ve 
been around the game a long time, but | 
don’t know if I’ve been more proud of a 
group of guys than I was of this one. The 
character that they showed, the fight, that’s 
all you can ask for as a coach.” 

It looked to be an important game for 
Pelini, as there was intense speculation 
about the coach’s job security following 
back to back losses against Wisconsin and 

Minnesota. A few of Nebraska’s players 


STORY BY LANNY HOLSTEIN | PHOTO BY JIMMY RASH 


admitted they were playing for the coaching 
staff on Friday. 

“We are always going to do it for our 
coach, especially Kaz with the defensive line,” 
defensive tackle Vincent Valentine said. “This 
is personal for him, and that’s how we took it. 
We went out there and played hard for him.” 

The turning point appeared to come in 
the third quarter when running back Ameer 
Abdullah busted off a 27-yard run to give the 
team a spark. It was followed three plays later 
by a 34-yard Tommy Armstrong touchdown 
pass to receiver Taariq Allen that cut the lowa 
lead to 24-14. 

After starting the game ice cold (7-of- 
20 for just 100 yards and two interceptions 
through three quarters), Armstrong appeared 
to gain a boatload of confidence on that throw. 
He completed 5-of-7 passes for 102 yards and 
two touchdowns in the fourth quarter. 

“That was one of the gutsiest performances 
from a quarterback that I’ve seen in a long 
time,” Pelini said. “He’s not perfect, and he’s 
got a lot to learn and a lot of things that he 
could get better at, but there isn’t anybody that 
competes harder than he does. He made a lot 
of big plays and showed the character, leader- 
ship, and toughness that he has to show.” 

Armstrong nailed Kenny Bell for both of 


NU ends regular season with comeback | 
Huskers overcome 17-point deficit to win 37-34 in OT 


his fourth quarter scores, the first a jump ball 
post route to get the Huskers within three and 
the second a 9-yard score to win the game in 
overtime. 

His heroics though, might have been topped 
by what De’ Mornay Pierson-E] was able to do 
on punt return. The breakout freshman got the 
Huskers in position to score with a 41-yard re- 
turn early in the fourth quarter, getting tripped 
up by Iowa punter Dillon Kidd, and he put one 
in the end zone himself later in the period. 

“| beat him the first time, he just got lucky,” 
Pierson-E] said of the lowa punter. “But no, it 
was a good play on him, hats off to him. He 
got me one time, but I wasn’t letting it hap- 
pen a second time. The coaches were talking 
to me, getting into my head a little bit, so I had 
to prove them wrong.” 

What Armstrong, Bell, Pierson-E] and 
others did for Nebraska Saturday made what 
started out as an ugly game fell a lot better. 
Heading into a bowl game in about a month, 
the skies might have cleared, according to Val- 
entine. 

“It was very big for our program,” he said. 
“We were on a two-game losing streak and we 
needed to get off of that losing streak. It was 
very big because going into the end of the sea- 
son and bow! prep we can feel good about 
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SCORING 


November 28, 2014 
Kinnick Stadium, lowa City, lowa 
Attendance: 66,897 


OWA 0 10 14 7 3 34 


NEBRASKA 0 7 7 17: | 6 37 


@ 9:07 IOWA - Lowdermilk, John 17 yard 
interception return (Koehn, Marshall kick) 


1:44 IOWA - Koehn, Marshall, 22 yd fg 
(Santoso, Ryan kick) 11-58 6:08 
0:20 NEB - Abdullah 5 yd td pass from 
Armstrong, Tommy (Brown, Drew kick) 4-36 0:47 
103} 11:21 IOWA - Smith, Tevaun 37 yd pass from 
Rudock, Jake (Koehn, Marshal kick) 5-53 2:30 
08:45 IOWA - Ott, Drew 12 yd punt return 
(Koehn, Marshall kick) 
1:44 NEB - Allen, Taariq, 34 yd td pass from 
Armstrong, Tommy (Brown, Drew kick) 4-36 0:47 
@ 13:21 NEB - Bell, Kenny 32 yd pass from 
Armstrong, Tommy Brown, Drew kick) 1-32 0:08 
12:06 NEB - Pierson-El, De'Mornay 80 yd 
Punt return (Brown, Drew kick) 
1:40 IOWA - Canzeri, Jordan 5 yd pass from 
Rudock, Jake (Koehn, Marshall kick) 12-53 5:17 
00:08 NEB - Brown, Drew 20 yd field goal 
6-58 3:09 
OT} 15:00 IOWA - Koehn, Marshall 25 yd field 
goal 


15:00 NEB - Bell, Kenny 9 yd catch from 
Tommy Armstrong 


FIRST DOWNS 
Rushing 
Passing 
Penalty 
NET YARDS RUSHING 
Rushing Attempts 
Average Per Rush 
Rushing Touchdowns 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing 
NET YARDS PASSING 
Completions-Attempts-int. 
Average Per Attempt 
Average Per Completion 
Passing Touchdowns 
TOTAL OFFENSE YARDS 
Total offense plays 
Average Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: Number-Lost 
Penalties; Number-Yards 
PUNTS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Punt 
Net Yards Per Punt 
Inside 20 
50+ Yards 
Touchbacks 
Fair catch 
KICKOFFS-YARDS 
Average Yards Per Kickoff 
Net Yards Per Kickoff 
Touchbacks 
Punt returns; Number-Yards-TD 
Average Per Return 
Kickoff returns: Number-Yds-TD 
Average Per Return 
Interceptions: Number-Yds-TD 
Fumble Returns; Number-Yds-TD 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Touchdowns 
Field goals 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 
PAT Kicks 
Field Goals 


INDIV 


IOWA 


Weisman, Mark 4 8 1 82 0 10 34 


Canzeri,Jordan 16 60,—sS—s SSC COSA 
Parker,Johnathan 124 «200 4) OO 440 
Rudock, Jake $92 «tam 0 43, 2 
TEAM 1..0...1.. fim 0) )e.. 10 
Totals 5o 170 28 M2 0 15 28 
PASSING CAl YDS 1D LONG SACK 
Rudock, Jake 19381 230 2 37 4 
vt mean GAT STN [a >i) (ip lemualky paeiilhy fae 
RECEIVING NO YARDS 1D LONG 
Martin-Manley,Kevonte 6 683 0 25 
Smith, Trevaun 4 n 1 37 
Canzeri, Jordan 3 7 1 7 
Duzey, Jake 2 28 r) 15 
Kenny, John 2 20 o " 
Hamilton, Ray 1 10 0 10 
Powell, Damond 1 6 0 6 
Scherff, Brandon r) 15 ry 

Totals 19 230 2 37 
PUNTS NO =6YDS AVG LONG IN20 TBD 


Kidd, Dillon 5 21 442 «55 1 0 


rusts woCnorrs INTERCEPTIONS 
RETURNS NO YDS LG | NO YDS LG_ NO YDS LG 
King, Desmond 0 0 O o 0 0 Tie eee 
Lowdermilk, John 0 0 0 o 0 0 ¥17317. 
Gilson, Chad o 0 0 thearthorali ® O Oe 
VandeBerg,Matt 3 32 20 0 0 0 o 0 0 
Ott, Drew 1) 12) 32,9 0) 10. @ o 0 0 
Parker, John. o 0 0 5 105 28 0 0 0 


FIELD GOALS QTR _TIME DISTANCE RES 
Koehn, Marshall 2nd 5:18 2yds Good 
Koehn, Marshall oT 15:00 = 2S5yds_ Good 


DEFENSE TS AT TT SACKYD TFLYD FF FR-YD INT-YD BU BLK 8H 


27lomax,Jord. 6 28 - SG BT Oe 
52 Alston, Quin. 4 Lath tbh Ce Ce 1 ne 


14 King, Desmo. 2 
71 Davis,Carl = 2 
34Meier,Nate 1 
57Gaul, Tommy 2 
41 Bower, Bo 1 
98 Hardy, Mike 1 
6Spearman,R. 0 
68 Scherff, Bra. 1 
6AKidd, Dillon 1 
36 Fisher, Cole 0 


(Bbw ao) ae eos 


99 Bazata, Nath. 0 
90 Trinca-Pasat, L.0 
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1 
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NEBRASKA 


RUSHING NO GAIN LOST NET TD LG AVG 


Abdullah, Ameer EF tied i) 6 060 S382 


Armstrong Jr, Tommy 11 41 10 un o 4 28 
Cross, Imani 3 “ 0 “4 Oa 47, 
Pierson-El, De’Mornay 4 B } VO o 6 25 
Totals n Ww OB 161 0 53 52 
PASSING CAl YDS 1D LONG SACK 
Armstrong Jr., Tommy 12-27-2 202 4 35 2 
Fyfe, Ryker 0-1-0 0 0 0 0 
Tous SSCS] 4 Sk 
RECEIVING NO YARDS 1D LONG 
Bell, Kenny 3 53 2 32 
Carter, Cethan 2 48 0 34 
Abdullah, Ameer 2 B 1 8 
Westerkamp, Jordan 2 B 0 10 
Reilly, Brandon 1 35 0 35 
Allen, Taariq 1 “4 1 4 
Pierson-El, DeMornay 1 6 o 6 
Totals wT 3 
PUNTS NO YDS AVG LONG IN20 TB 
Foltz, Sam 5 208 416 50 0 1 
TEAM 1 31431000 0 0 


NO YDS LG | NO YDS LG | NO YDS LG 


RETURNS 
Pierson-El,Dem. 3 134 80 0 0 O o 0 0 


Bell, Kenny o 0 0 2 43 «26 o 0 0 
Gerry, Nathan O0c8 o 0 0 1 1 10 
FIELD GOALS QTR TIME DISTANCE RES 
Brown, Drew Ist 3:06 49yds_— Missed 
Brown, Drew 3rd 6:03 27yds Blocked 
Brown, Drew 4th 0:08 20 yds Good 
DEFENSE 15 AT TT SACkYD TLYD FF FRYD WFD Bu BLK BH 
25Gerry,Nathanl05 15 ~ 335 =" [= 37:105 <=" = 
13 Anderson,2 8614 1-7 17 1 - 2 tome te 
43Roach,Trevor2 6 8 - Ceo. ices eoaeceice | 
7ACollins,Maliek4 37 19 210 ~ te xt Fe 
10Kalu,Josh 5 1 6 > Ape Ath sa eo Cee 
98Valentin, Vin. 4 2 6 1:10 211 - - peenncl it 
92 Williams, Kev.1 5 6 WW * =" > - 
41Santos,David2 3 5 WW . aad 
23Davie,Daniel 2 3 5 ~ 0 : : neve 
95Gangwish,Ja.1 45 V1 I - = watic: <3) “8 
28Cockrell,By. O 5 5 + . oe Pia 
24 Williams, Au. 3 1 4 7 aay Se a 
90McMullen,Gr.13 4 aif ts ese os 
5 Mitchell, Josh 2 0 2 ea 3 1- 
92Faulkenberry 1 0 1 . ae x 
27Foltz,Sam = =1 0 7 1 

31felid,Joey 0 1171 . eS 
WHovey, Lane 0 1 7 Ce . 
49 Weber, Chris 0 1 7 sabe - 
39 Nelson, Jord. 0 1 1 : or, - 
29Nabity,Grah. 0 1 1 ott et ce 
lEJones,Chris 0 00 - 1:0) sem “eee 
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RUSHING OFFENSE: the Huskers finished up with 161 yards rushing, 


r ) but we'll grade on a bit of a curve given that Nebraska had its third-string tight 

end matched up against a potential NFL first rounder, and its fifth offensive 

tackle playing for most of the game. Ameer Abdullah topped the 100-yard mark, 
thanks to a 53-yard run in the third quarter. Beyond that, Nebraska really didn’t get a 
lot of yardage on the ground when it needed to. The Huskers missed an opportunity 
to end the game in regulation because the offensive line couldn't get enough push up 
front. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING OFFENSE: Tommy Armstrong threw for a career-high four 


touchdowns, and though his statistics weren't flashy — he was only 12-of-27 for 

202 yards and two interceptions, but made throws when he had to, took some 

shots, and was generally running for his life throughout most of the second half. 
Armstrong found Kenny Bell early in the fourth quarter on a 32-yard touchdown strike, 
then found him again in overtime — after keeping the play alive for several seconds —to 
give Nebraska the win. — Michael Bruntz 


RUSHING DEFENSE: Nebraska's defense was a classic case of bend- 


don’t-break in the first half, but also put the clamps down on lowa’s running game 

after halftime. lowa finished the game with 142 yards rushing in the game, and just 

56 of that came in the second half, even as the Hawkeyes were playing with a big 

lead. Nebraska mixed up some of its defensive fronts in the second half, as well as a few 
run blitzes here and there to beat back lowa’s offensive line, which was moving the pile 
in the first half. - Michael Bruntz 


PASSING DEFENSE: lowa’s Jake Rudock was able to make some throws 


when he needed to, but for the most part, Nebraska's passing offense was able to 
keep the Hawkeyes in check. Rudock threw two touchdowns, including one in the 
fourth quarter to put lowa ahead. Even without senior captain, the Huskers didn't 


give up big plays in the passing game, though the Huskers did miss some opportunities me : 2 cp j fon RT Sie j 
* 4 \ 7 ~~ ‘ 
to get off the field on third down as lowa went 10-for-20 on third downs. ~ Michael Bruntz ~ Tae ES oh easel 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: Man, what a game for Nebraska's special 
teams. The good: Demornay Pierson-El’s two punt returns — he had 134 punt return 
yards and an 80-yarder for a touchdown in the fourth quarter. Punter Sam Foltz 
also went downfield and forced a fumble. The bad: Nebraska missed two field 


goals, including an opportunity for Andy Janovich to advanced a blocked field goal. 
lowa scored a special teams touchdown after Foltz punted the ball off the back of Zach 


Hannon’s helmet. . - Michael Bruntz 


Freshman sensation De’Moray Pierson-El did 
it again Saturday in Iowa City. The punt return man 
found the end zone for the third time this season on an 
80-yard return and tossed in another 54 yards to go for 
134 on the day. He moved into third all-time at Nebras- 
ka in single-season punt return yards (589) and touch- 
downs (3).Only DeJuan Groce’s 732 yards in 2003 and 
Johnny Rodger’s 618 in 1972 rank higher. 

The 80-yard return that made it to the end zone in 
the fourth quarter was set up by a cut back to the middle 
of the field that Pierson-El thought would work before 
the play. 

“T didn’t know it was going to be that wide open 
though,” he said. “I just hit it as fast as I can. I'm thank- 
ful to my punt return unit, they held up their blocks and 
I found the end zone.” 


Once they kicked it to me 
19 I was like, ‘Seriously? 
Again?’ I’m _ thank- 
ful for it. Thanks- 
giving was the 
other day, and 
that’s what I’m 
thankful for. I 
told Coach if they 


give me one, I'll be 
thankful for it, and I 
made the best of it.” 


' 
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It was an interesting day for Husker punter Sam 
| Foltz. The last line of defense ended up making a big 
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play in the first quarter when he ran down the 
field and covered his own punt, forcing Matt 
VandeBerg to fumble. 

“Tt looked like I kind of outkicked my cover- 
age,” Foltz said. “I went to the right. It was just 
kind of me and him in the hole and I knew I had 
one shot at him, so [ launched myself at him 
like a heat-seeking missile.” 

Chris Jones recovered the fumble for the 
Huskers, setting the team up at Iowa’s 34. 

Later in the game, Foltz’s fortune would tum 
sour. He muffed catching the snap on a boot in 
the third quarter and ended up kicking it into the 
back of his own player. The ball rolled around 
for a second before being scooped up and taken 
to the end zone by Iowa’s Drew Ott.” 

“That's solely on me,” Foltz said. “I need to 
catch that ball, and that’s on me. I knew there 
was a chance I could do something else with 
it once I dropped it, but Iowa is a big punt safe 
team, so there was no way they were going to 


~_.. -afteran’80-yard punt return in the fourth quarter, 
ie Sa ah Cite oS line am. 


2 : 


be running out in coverage or anything like that, 
I knew they would be sitting home.” 

The play was ruled a -31 yard punt because 
it was not blocked by an Iowa player. Ott was 
credited with a 12-yard punt return touchdown. 


Husker running back Ameer Abdullah went 
over 100 yards again Saturday for the seventh 
time this season, but it was the first time he’d 
done it since Nebraska’s game on Oct. 25 
against Rutgers. He nearly made it a week ago 
with 98 yards against Minnesota, but his 106 
felt more effective against Iowa. 

“I felt like we should run the ball, man. | al- 
ways just want to run the ball,” Abdullah said 
after the game. “No matter the circumstance, I 
feel like I could be someone that will spark the 
team. Coach (Tim) Beck, I told him, “Just run 
the ball.” He called my number, and I just tried 
to make the most our of every opportunity that 


I got.” 

Abdullah busted a couple big runs over 
20-yards in length against the Hawkeyes, but 
it was a 53-yard dipping and ducking run in 
the third quarter that really showed the best the 
former Heisman Trophy candidate has to offer. 
On the play, he broke multiple tackles, cut back 
across the grain and nearly scored. 

“I try to run angry, man. Go look at Adrian 
Peterson, he runs angry, and that’s why he’s 
such an effective runner,” Abdullah said. 


Nebraska came back from 17-points down to 
beat Iowa Saturday, matching the largest come- 
back the team has ever mounted on the road. It 
also became the third largest comeback the team 
has ever mounted. It was also the ninth overtime 
game Nebraska has ever played, and the Husk- 
ers continue to dominate in extra time. The team 
improved to 8-1 all time in overtime games. 


Find more daily news at Huskersillustrated.com 
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“Kenny is an 
older brother 
to me. That’s 
somebody I’ve 
looked up to. 
And he just 
played his heart 
out. And when 
big plays call for 
him to step up, 
he stepped up to 
the plate. When 
the team needed 
him, he stepped 
up. That’s just 
him as a captain 
and everything. 
That’s just what 
he does. And he 
led by example 
today.” 


37, IOWA 34 OT 


— De’Mornay 
Pierson-El on 
Bell’s game 
against lowa 


SENIOR WIDE RECEIVER KENNY BELL WAS KNOCKED OUT OF HIS 
FINAL HOME GAME AT MEMORIAL STADIUM LAST WEEK EARLY IN 
THE FIRST QUARTER WITH A CONCUSSION, BUT HE REBOUNDED 
TO HAVE A MEMORABLE FINAL REGULAR SEASON GAME AT IOWA 
WITH TWO TOUCHDOWN CATCHES, INCLUDING THE GAME WINNER 
IN OVERTIME. AT RIGHT, HE IS SHOWN BOBBLING THE BALL, BUT OF- 
FICIALS RULED HE HAD POSSESSION LONG ENOUGH TO WARRANT 
THE TOUCHDOWN. 


ry 


FINAL SCORE: NEBRAS 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: BRANDON REILLY DIVES FORWARD FOR MORE 
YARDAGE ON HIS 35-YARD CATCH LATE IN THE FOURTH QUARTER 
* THAT SET UP THE GAME-TYING FIELD GOAL BY DREW BROWN. DEREK 
| FOSTER (30) AND AUSTIN WILLIAMS (24) AND DEFENSIVE LINE COACH 
RICK KACZENSKI LEAD THE HUSKERS OUT ONTO THE FIELD BEFORE 
THE IOWA GAME. DREW BROWN KICKS THE GAME-TYING FIELD GOAL 
TO SEND THE GAMETO OVERTIME. TAARIQ ALLEN CATCHES A 34-YARD 
TOUCHDOWN PASS FROM TOMMY ARMSTRONG JR. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: JOSH KALU STRIPS 
THE BALL AWAY FROM IOWA'S DAMOND POWELL. 
VINCENT VALENTINE TAKCLES IOWA WIDE RECEIV- 
ER RILEY MCCARON. NATE GERRY KNOCKS lOWA 
LINEMAN BRANDON SCHERFF OUT OF BOUNDS 
ON THE FINAL PLAY OF REGULATION. KALU KISSES 
THE HEROES TROPHY AFTER THE GAME. ZAIRE 
ANDERSON, MALIEK COLLINS AND A SLEW OF 
TEAMMATES BRING DOWN IOWA RUNNING BACK 
MARK WEISMAN. SENIOR CO-CAPTAIN JAKE COT- 
TON HUGS FELLOW LINEMAN ALEX LEWIS AS HIS 
BREATHE CAN BE SEEN IN THE BRISK AIR FOLLOW- 
ING THE 37-34 WIN OVER IOWA. ZAIRE ANDERSON 
KNOCKS THE BALL OUT OF IOWA QUARTERBACK 
JAKE RUDOCK’S HANDS. PUNTER SAM FOLTZ (27) 
FORCES A FUMBLE WITH HIS BIG HIT. NATE GERRY 
PICKS OFF JAKE RUDOCK IN THE ENDZONE TO 
STOP IOWA'S FIRST DRIVE OF THE GAME 
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By Darren Ivy and Lanny Holstein 


Nebraska fans will probably remember running back Ameer Abdullah as 
one of the greatest ever to play at the school. The powerful little back’s be- 
come one of the most well-liked players in Husker history, and he’s done it 
on more than just numbers. 

Sure, Abdullah is the second leading rushing in the history of Nebraska 
football with over 4,400 yards in his career, but he wants to be remembered 
as more than just a successful player on the field. 

“I just want to be remembered as a guy who gave it up for his team,” he 
said. “A guy who tried to be as circumstance free as possible. As a running 
back here, I try to be circumstance free instead of circumstance based. No 
matter what odds are thrown at me, and adversity thrown at me, I try to rise 
above that.” 

Abdullah faced the most adversity of his career earlier in the season when 
he sprained his MCL on Nebraska’s second offensive series against Purdue. 
The senior missed the remainder of the game, rushing for only a single yard, 
but he made a quick recovery and started again in Nebraska’s next game 
against Wisconsin. 

The problem is, he just hasn’t been the same. 

“It sucks. It definitely sucks,” Abdullah said. “But god does everything 
for a reason. I have been frustrated the last couple of weeks, if | am being 
honest. The way I started the year off was really good, but like I said, god 
does everything for a reason. Good will come from this.” 

Abdullah hopes that he’s been able to show his teammates he’s a leader 
these past few weeks, and Coach Bo Pelini thinks he’s done that. 

“I think he is a warrior. I really do,” the coach said. “He came back quick- 
ly off of an injury. He’s been less than 100 percent in the last couple weeks 
and hasn’t blinked an eye. | think it shows the character he has.” 

Abdullah admitted that he really hasn’t had to deal with much in terms of 
injuries throughout his football career. He hasn’t missed time as a Husker 
because of one until this season, so this was his chance to show he could 
have value even at less than full strength. 

“At the end of day, it is not about me, it is about the success of the team,” 
the running back said. “The way things have been the last two weeks, that 
hurts much more than me being injured and statistically finish how I wanted 
to finish.” 

Abdullah looked to be on a crash course for Mike Rozier’s all-time rush- 
ing mark earlier this year. Even wide receiver Kenny Bell said his buddy was 
going to smash the record after the Rutgers game, but the knee injury put a 
kink in those plans. 

Barring an incredible bowl game, Abdullah won’t get the all-time mark, 
but he’s satisfied with his career nonetheless. It’s more about relationship 
and character building for the thoughtful running back. 

“Meeting the people I’ve met through my experience here, in particular, 
the best position coach I’ve ever had is important to me,” Abdullah said. 
“Coach (Ron) Brown, the relationship I’ve built with him, he is like a father 
to me.” 

Pelini too is on the short list of reasons Abdullah counts his Nebraska 
career as a smash hit. The head man and the top running back have a tight 
bond. 

“He has bent over backwards for me, and I couldn’t be happier with the 
guy who’s leading this team,” Abdullah said. “I love him for it.” 

The two will only be together for one last game as coach and player at 
Nebraska. 

When the Huskers hit the road for their bowl game, it will be a bitter 
sweet moment for each as well as fans. 

No matter how Abdullah is remembered in their minds, he’ll always have 
good memories of the Cornhusker State on his end. 

“T loved it,” he said. 
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BO PELINI (1998-2014) 
66-27 


TOM OSBORNE (1973-1979) 
65-18-2 


BOB DEVANEY (1962-68) 
59-16 


DANA BIBLE (1929-1936) 
43-13 


BILL GLASSFORD (1949-55) 
31-35 


Despite having the most ever wins in his first seven 
seasons as Nebraska's head coach, Bo Pelini was 
dismissed by athletic director Shawn Eichorst on 
Nov. 30 following a 9-3 season. Only five Nebraska 
head football coaches have lasted seven or more 
seasons at the helm of the Husker program in its 
125 years. Devaney and Osborne each retired as 
head coaches. Bible went on to coach an eighth 
season before leaving. Glassford resigned after a 
5-5 record in his final season. Frank Solich was fired 
after going 9-3 in his sixth season. 
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Going 1-on-1 
with 
Byerson Cockrell 


Story By LANNY HOLSTEIN « Photo By JOE MIXAN 


Do you think going to a JUCO out of high 
school helped you? 

“Honestly, my plan was always to work myself 
up toa D-I program, not particularly this one. Things 
happened though. When I was being recruited, my 
coach asked me how I felt about going to Nebraska, 
and I told him I didn’t really want to go there. I had 
never been to this part of the world, and I didn’t 
know nobody, but things just worked out.” 


So you didn’t get that D-I offer out of high 
school? 

“Back in Mississippi, I wasn’t being recruited by 
any big name school, any of those SEC schools. I 
guess they really didn’t want to take a chance on me, 
but I feel like coach Bo (Pelini) saw something in me 
that nobody else did.” 


Do you feel like there was any benefit physically 
or maturity-wise from your time at East Mississippi 
Community College? 

“Yeah. Coming out of high school, I wasn’t very 
good at tackling and all of that. I feel like going to a 
JUCO got me more physical because you are play- 
ing with older boys, bigger boys. My teammates | 
was playing with, they play for Alabama, Ole Miss, 
all those type of teams. I feel like JUCO helped me 
out a lot talent-wise.” 


How had the transition gone for you to playing 
right away? 

“I feel like I’m transitioning well. I’m just becom- 
ing more and more like the next level. | don’t want 
to talk about the NFL, but I feel like I’m working 
my way towards that, especially going from JUCO 
to Nebraska. I’ve leamed a lot about football and 
techniques. I’ve gotten to meet people that I’ve never 
met.” 


Is the NFL your goal? 

“Honestly, the NFL is really not my goal, but it’s 
something that I will at least try because I’m already 
in position to at least try. It’s really not my goal. If] 
do go, I don’t see myself playing for no eight years 
or anything. | see myself playing for a couple years, 
do what I gotta do and leave. I love football, but it’s 


not always been my dream.” 


How difficult has the defense been to learn at 
Nebraska? 

“It was pretty hard, but I felt like the spring 
helped me a lot. I could mess up in practice, but you 
really can’t mess up in the game. The spring helped 
a lot because it gave me 15 practices to learn the 
scheme, see how real D-I football is.” 


Nebraska’s secondary has been really good 
at defending the pass under Bo Pelini. As a guy 
who's just getting a fresh look at the schemes and 
stuff, why do you think that is? 

“Honestly, I think it’s been good because we 
work on ita lot. We work on man coverage, on how 
to play a certain coverage, a certain receiver. It’s all 
coming to fit. I feel like we’ve been pretty good at 
it. Sometimes I mess up, but the coaches put me in 
good position to make those type of plays.” 


How involved is Bo is the day-to-day secondary 
stuff? 

“Very involved. He’s there pretty much every 
day telling us what our leverage needs to be, how to 
play man, what we should have done. We just have 
to keep taking notes, keep getting better and better.” 


What is the challenge for you in the Big Ten, 
playing all these run-heavy teams lately? 

“For me, I play kind of like an inside linebacker, 
you could say. That's something pretty new. I’ve 
always been a safety, we usually play a two-high 
safety, but playing here at Nebraska, Nickle is like 
an inside linebacker, you just guard a receiver. 
Sometimes | do have a fit though, come up and 
make big tackles.” 


How difficult is it to have run fits and coverage 
responsibilities? 

“Tt’s really difficult because you will go into a 
game think a team is going to do something, and 
then they come out in something you’ve never seen 
before. You pretty much have to use your head in 
the game. You have to communicate, that’s the big- 
gest thing. We have to be on the same boat.” 
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ABDULLAH NAMED A 
DOAK WALKER FINALIST 

Nebraska senior — I-back 
Ameer Abdullah has been 
named one of three finalists 
for the Doak Walker Award, 
given annually to the nation’s 
top running back. 

Abdullah is joined as final- 
ists by fellow Big Ten run- 
ning backs Tevin Coleman of 
Indiana and Melvin Gordon 
of Wisconsin. With the trio of 
Big Ten running backs being 
selected as finalists, it marks 
the first time in the 25-year 
history of the award that all 
three finalists are from the 
same conference. The finalists 
were determined by a vote of 
the Doak Walker National Se- 
lection Committee. 

The recipient of the 2014 
Doak Walker Award will be 
announced on ESPN during 
The Home Depot College 
Football Awards from Orlando 
on Thursday, Dec. 11. 

Abdullah is the third Ne- 
braska running back to be 
named a finalist for the Doak 
Walker Award, joining Cal- 
vin Jones (1993) and Ahman 
Green (1997). 

A native of Homewood, 
Ala., Abdullah has rushed for 
1,417 yards through 11 games 
this season, including four 
200-yard rushing games, de- 
spite being limited by a knee 
injury over the past three 
games. Abdullah ranks among 
the top 10 in the country in 
rushing yards per game, all- 
purpose yards per game and 
scoring. 

Abdullah has set a Nebras- 
ka career record with 6,798 
all-purpose yards, a total that 
ranks second in Big Ten histo- 
ry. Abdullah was a semifinalist 
for the Doak Walker Award as 
a junior in 2013 

In addition to being a Doak 
Walker Award finalist, Abdul- 
lah is a finalist for four other 
national awards, including 
the Senior CLASS Award, 
the Wuerffel Trophy, the 


Paul Hornung Award and the 
Pop Warner College Football 
Award. 

Off the field, Abdullah is 
set to graduate in December, 
completing his degree work at 
Nebraska in 3 ! 


5 years. 


HAS NU IMPROVED? 

Nebraska coach Bo Pelini 
often refers to what he’s doing 
telling report- 
ers, fans and players alike to 
trust the system and stay the 
One of the hallmarks 
of Pelini’s tenure is a team 
that gets better over the course 
of the season, at least accord- 
ing to the coach. 

He was challenged on that 
notion this past week. 

“I thought we were (im- 
proving) up until a couple 
weeks ago,” Pelini said. “I 
think the last two weeks we 
didn’t play very well. I said 
this earlier in the year, some 
things were happening and 
weren’t hurting us. And that’s 
reality. In the last two weeks 
it’s hurt us. Two weeks ago we 


as a process, 


course, 
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didn’t play well and this past 
week it cost us a game.” 

Back-to-back losses to Wis- 
consin and Minnesota had the 
coach looking for answers and 
answering tough questions, 
but he felt he had the right 
method in place to deal with 
the concerns, mentioning that 
some players might not want 
to get too comfortable in their 
starting positions. 

“At some point you just 
keep pushing along, keep 
working hard, keep working 
to improve and keep coach- 
ing them up,” he said. “I don’t 
really want to go into some 
other remedies that could 
come about, but in some cases 
you would go to the next guy 
if you felt the guy was ready. 
That isn’t always the case.” 


STILL MAKING CHANGES 


Pelini fielded a number of 


questions on the inner work- 
ings of his program this past 
week. Reporters wanted to 
know why the coach hasn’t 
been able to buck the 9-4, 


(immeers EAbdullah makes an 
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10-4 trend that’s kept the pro- 
gram in neutral for the dura- 
tion of his tenure. 

“Anyone who thinks that 
you just stay the same all 
the time and that there are 
no changes, that’s asinine,” 
Pelini said. “There are a lot 
of things we continue to do 


differently. Looking for new 
ways to do things, change 
practice schedules, change 


terminologies, different ways 
of doing things.” 

In the offseason, Nebraska 
installed a tracking system 
into its practices utilizing 
GPS units to better understand 
the movements and efficiency 
of players as they went about 
practice. The team also cut 
down on the amount of work 
it does on a typical day, trying 
to keep things under 90 min- 
utes. Pelini made other chang- 
es this offseason as well, but 
they might not be as easy to 
see, according to the coach. 

“If I'm being honest with 
you, some things would be 
over the heads of a lot of peo- 


2Minute 


ple,” he said. “If you're talk- 
ing about X’s and O’s or Y’s, 
it’s how you go about certain 
things. It depends on what 
you’re talking about. Whether 
it’s X’s and O’s, whether it’s 
schedules, things off the field, 
there are so many different 
levels to it. Like I said, you 
could go into this for about an 
hour.” 

Pelini admitted that al- 
though he’s made some 
changes, he’s yet to find the 
right combination of things to 
get his team where he wants it 
to be. 

“| think it’s one of the great 
things about being here, peo- 
ple aren’t going to be happy 
until you win them all,” he 
said. “You know what? Nei- 
ther am I. That’s how I’m 
wired, too. To think that I’m 
not working my butt off to 
make that happen, that’s what 
I want to happen. I want to 
win them all. And I want to 
win a national championship 
here.” 


MORE THAN JUST 
DE’MORNAY 

Nebraska’s special teams 
improvement from a year ago 
is more than just the addition 
of punt returner De’Mornay 
Pierson-El into the fold. The 
punt coverage team is im- 
proved too flipping the field 
38.9 yards in Nebraska’s di- 
rection with each punt as com- 
pared to 37.9 a year ago, and 
punter Sam Foltz had already 
landed as many inside the 20 
before the lowa game, 22, as 
he did a year ago. 

“We put a lot of emphasis 
on (special teams) and | think 
it’s been good for us,” Pelini 
said. “There are still a lot of 
areas we can get better even in 
the special teams area. | think 
what we’re doing is pretty 
good, but we have to get better 
at times with the fine details.” 

Pelini said he and the rest 
of the staff put an increased 
emphasis on the third phase of 


season ends: 
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the game this offseason. 

“It’s hard in special teams 
when you get out of spring 
ball to get the necessary full 
speed look,” he said. “I think 
the reason why we got better 
at it is because we did so much 
fundamental work, even going 
back to last spring and fall 
camp, and we’ve continued to 
do some fundamental work as 
the season has gone on.” 


DECISION COMING 
FOR GREGORY 

Nebraska defensive end 
Randy Gregory might be near- 
ing the end of his Husker ca- 
reer... or he might not. That’s 
not something that’s yet come 
up between the big defensive 
end and his head coach, but 
it’s a decision that looms over 
the offseason because of the 
potential NFL scouts see in 
the junior. 

“It’s a little bit different be- 
cause he’s a junior,” Nebraska 


coach Bo Pelini said. “The 
scouts are a little bit hesitant 
to come up and talk to you 
about him. I’ve spent nine 
years in the league and I know 
a lot of these guys. He’s very 
highly thought of. | do know 
that.” 

As for the next level, Pelini 
said he sees the playmaking 
defensive end fitting in at a 
couple different spots, de- 
pending on what defense he 
ends up in. 

“| think that he’s one of those 
unusual guys that can do a lot 
of different things,” the coach 
said. “You wouldn’t ever see 
him move into a 3-4 and play 
a defensive end spot. He'd be a 
standup defensive end, and he’d 
play in a 4-3 for sure.” 

The versatility Pelini talks 
about comes from Gregory’s 
natural ability to see the whole 
field and not just his own role. 
The end has the natural capac- 
ity for next level growth. 


“He has really multiple 
skillsets and is very instinc- 
tive for the game,” Pelini 
said. “You get some defensive 
linemen who maybe aren’t 
quite as instinctive. He has a 
tremendous feel for the game. 
Still I think he’s going to get 
bigger, and I think he’s going 
to get stronger as he moves 
forward. He’s a real talent.” 

When the time comes for 
Gregory’s decision, he'll be 
weighing a possible top five 
or even overall No. 1 draft 
selection and the money that 
comes with that against an- 
other season in Pelini’s sys- 
tem and college life. 

“I serve an informational 
role in that (decision),” Pelini 
said. “I'll give my opinion 
and my advice as to where he 
is. Then it’s up to him and his 
family to make that decision 
and it’s up to me to support 
him no matter what he decides 
at that point.” 
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BIGTEN BEAT icowpieo By pouc GRIFFITHS 


Wisconsin headed back to Big Te = 
Title game again, to face Buckeyes 
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Wisconsin will be seeking its third Big 
Ten Championship in the last four years 
when it faces Ohio State in the confer- 
ence title game Saturday in Indianapolis. 

The Badgers punched their ticket to 
Indy with a home victory over Minne- 
sota to win the West Division. 

The Buckeyes have known for a few 
weeks they would be playing for the title. 

Wisconsin is 2-0 in Big Ten Champi- 
onship Games, while Ohio State will be 
trying to avenge last year’s 34-24 loss to 
Michigan State. 

The Badgers will face a shorthanded 
Buckeye team, which will start Cardale 
Jones at quarterback since starter J.T. 
Barrett broke his ankle against Michi- 


siti 
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gan. Of course, Barrett replaced Braxton 
Miller prior to the season opener after 
Miller suffered a season-ending injury. 

The championship game has huge 
meaning for both schools. 

Ohio State is trying to move up so it’s 
one of the four teams in the inaugural 
College Football Playoff, which starts 
New Year’s Day. 

Wisconsin, on the other hand, will be 
looking to improve its bowl standing so 
it goes to one of the better bowls not in- 
cluded in the playoff picture. 

Wisconsin and Ohio State are two of 
the 10 bowl eligible Big Ten teams, 

Following Huskers Illustrated recaps 
Week 14 of football happenings around 
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EAST DIVISION 


2014 Standings 
Team Overall Conference 
*Ohio State 11-1 8-0 
*Michigan State — 10-2 7-1 
*Maryland 7-5 4-3 
*Rutgers 7-5 3-5 
Michigan 5-7 3-5 
*Penn State 6-6 2-6 
Indiana 4-8 1-7 


WEST DIVISION 


Team Overall Conference 
*Wisconsin 10-2 7-1 
*Nebraska 9-3 5-3 
*Minnesota 8-4 5-3 
*lowa 7-5 44 
*Hlinois 6-6 3-5 
Northwestern 5-7 3-5 
Purdue 3-9 1-7 
*-bow!l eligible 


Nov. 28 Results 
Nebraska 37, Iowa 34 (OT) 


Nov. 29 Results 
Ohio State 42, Michigan 28 
Illinois 47, Northwestern 33 
Indiana 23, Purdue 16 
Michigan State 34, Penn State 10 
Wisconsin 34, Minnesota 24 
Rutgers 41, Maryland 38 


Dec. 6 Game 
(Big Ten Championship Game) 
Wisconsin vs, Ohio State, 7:17 p.m., 
FOX’ 


AIndianapolis (Lucas Oil Stadium) 
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the Big Ten. 


EAST DIVISION 
INDIANA HOOSIERS 

This was supposed to be the year 
the Hoosiers turned things around and 
went to a bowl game. However, those 
aspirations were dashed when a slew 
of injuries crippled the quarterback po- 
sition. 

What was a promising season, 
turned south in a hurry. Suddenly the 
Hoosiers were in the dubious position 
of going winless in the Big Ten for the 
second time in the Kevin Wilson Era. 

But IU was able to end the regular 
season by beating rival Purdue to keep 
the Old Oaken Bucket in Bloomington 
for the second-straight season. 

Running back Tevin Coleman 
rushed for 130 yards, becoming the 
first IU player and the 18th in FBS 
history to top the 2,000-yard mark in 
what might have been the junior’s final 
game in a Hoosier uniform, Coleman 
finished with 2,036 yard rushing and 
said he would consider leaving early 
for the NFL. 


MARYLAND TERRAPINS 

The Terrapins certainly let one slip 
away at home to Rutgers. 

They led 35-10 in the first half only 
to come out on the wrong end of the 
scoreboard. 

Maryland had a chance to tie it, but 
Brad Craddock missed on a 54-yard 
field goal attempt, his first miss in 19 
tries this season. Still, the Terrapins 
had a chance after recovering a fumble 
at the Rutgers’ 45 with just under two 
minutes left. But they failed to convert 
on a fourth-and-1 to spoil Senior Day. 


MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 

It’s only a matter of time before 
Michigan head coach Brady Hoke be- 
comes the former coach of the Wolver- 
ines. 

As expected, his team lost to Ohio 
State after putting up a pretty decent 
fight in Columbus. 

The defeat capped a miserable sea- 
son for the Maize and Blue, who fin- 


ished 5-7, meaning the Wolverines will 
miss the postseason for the first time 
since the 2009 season. 


After leading Michigan to an 11-2 . 


start in 2011 — his first season in Ann 
Arbor — Hoke’s Wolverines have gone 


: 8-5, 7-6 and now 5-7 as he has a 31-20 


record at Michigan. 

After the game, Hoke was asked 
about his future. 

“What I know is I’m going to be 
the football coach at Michigan,” Hoke 
said. “That’s what I know right now.” 


MICHIGAN STATE SPARTANS 

Michigan State’s RJ. Shelton re- 
turned the opening kickoff 90 yards 
for a touchdown and the Spartans nev- 
er looked back in a 24-point victory at 
Penn State. 

The Spartans played their usual 
stout defense to notch win No. 10 on 
the season. MSU has won at least 10 
games in four of the last five seasons. 

The defense allowed just 233 to- 
tal yards, including 38 yards on the 
ground, 

Running back Jeremy Langford was 
his usual self, running for 118 yards 
and a pair of scores. 


OHIO STATE BUCKEYES 

The Buckeyes had a lot on their 
minds as they were trying to remain 
in the national championship hunt and 
beat rival Michigan. 

Teammate Kosta Karageorge has 
disappeared, and as of press time was 
still missing, and Barrett suffered a 
season-ending injury. 

“A lot (is) going on,” said Ohio 
State head coach Urban Meyer, after 
his team beat the Wolverines. “A lot 
(is) going on.” 

The Buckeyes were tied with Michi- 
gan 21-21 in the third quarter, but OSU 
scored 21 points to ice it. 

Before getting injured, Barrett ran 
for two scores and threw for one. 


PENN STATE NITTANY LIONS 

The Nittany Lions continued to 
struggle in a home loss to Michigan 
State. 


EAST 


UME KOR 


Penn State ended the regular season 
by losing its last two games and six of 
its last eight contests, 

Quarterback Christian Hackenberg 
had another tough day (21-of-45 for 
195 yards passing with no touchdowns 
and an interception), He’s been sacked 
over 40 times and has now thrown 15 
picks this year. 


RUTGERS SCARLET KNIGHTS 

The Scarlet Knights will forever 
remember their first regular-season fi- 
nale as a member of the Big Ten. 

Rutgers overcame a 25-point sec- 
ond-quarter deficit. It scored touch- 


pull even. 

The Scarlet Knights took the lead 
on Kyle Federico’s 25-yard field goal 
with 6:14 left, which proved to be the 
game-winner. 

Quarterback Gary Nova threw for 
347 yards and four touchdowns. He 
completed 28-of-42 passes. 

Nova helped Rutgers’ offense amass 
491 yards, 


WEST DIVISION 

ILLINOIS FIGHTING ILLINI 

Even though the Illini faithful would 
like to see a coaching change made, 
it’s difficult for an athletic director to 
fire a coach who has led his team to a 
bowl game. 

Purdue did it a couple years ago 
when it fired Danny Hope and hired 
Darrell Hazell. 

Now, Illinois is facing such a dilem- 
ma after Tim Beckman led his Illini to 
a 6-6 season after a 4-4 start thanks to 
their regular-season victory at North- 
western. 

What could keep Beckman in Cham- 
paign is how he was able to guide the 
Illini to back-to-back victories to end 
the regular season to become bowl eli- 
gible. 


IOWA HAWKEYES 
The Hawkeyes didn’t end the regu- 
lar season like they wanted to, losing 
two in a row and four of their last six 
games. 
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FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


Result: L, Old Dominion 31-28 


Up Next: N/A 
Current Record: 3-9 


MCNEESE STATE 
Result: L, Lamar 27-24 
Up Next: N/A 
Record: 6-5 


FRESNO STATE 
Result: W, Hawaii 28-21 
Up Next: TBD 

Record: 6-6 


MIAMI 

Result: L, Pittsburgh 35-23 
Up Next: TBD 

Record: 6-6 


ILLINOIS 

Result: W, Illinois 47-33 
Up Next: TBD 

Current Record: 6-6 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Result: W, Penn State 34-10 
Up Next: TBD 

Record: 10-2 


NORTHWESTERN 
Result: L, Illinois 47-33 
Up Next: N/A 

Record: 5-7 


RUTGERS 

Result: W, Maryland 41-38 
Up Next: TBD 

Record: 7-5 


PURDUE 

Result: L, Indiana 23-16 
Up Next: N/A 

Current Record: 3-9 


WISCONSIN 

Result: W, Minnesota 34-24 
Up Next: Ohio State 
Record: 10-2 


MINNESOTA 

Result: L, Wisconsin 34-24 
Up Next: TBD 

Record: 8-4 


IOWA 


Result: L, Nebraska 37-34 OT 


Up Next: TBD 
Record: 7-5 
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lowa watched Nebraska rally from a 
17-point deficit and mount one of the 
best comebacks in school history. 

The Hawkeyes scored touchdowns 
on offense, defense and special teams, 
but didn’t have an answer for the 
Huskers, especially in the fourth quar- 
ter when they allowed 17 points. 

Iowa finishes the season without a 
win over an FBS team above .500. 


MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS 

Minnesota may have lost at Wis- 
consin, failing to win the West Divi- 
sion and advance to the Big Ten cham- 
pionship game, but Jerry Kill’s team 
opened a lot of eyes with the way they 
played down the stretch. 

The Gophers lost to Ohio State by 
just seven points, beat Nebraska and 
gave Wisconsin all it could handle in 
Madison. 

Minnesota jumped to a 17-3 second- 
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quarter lead, but couldn’t hold it. 

Running back David Cobb, nursing 
a sore hamstring, gained 118 yards on 
25 carries, including a 40-yard touch- 
down. 

Quarterback Mitch Leidner ran for 
two scores, too. 

The Gophers lost for the first time 
in Kill’s four seasons in Minneapolis 
after leading at halftime. They were 
20-0. 


NORTHWESTERN WILDCATS 

The Wildcats looked like they were 
trying to break in a new quarterback, 
which they were since Trevor Siemian 
was lost a week earlier with a season- 
ending injury. 

Zack Oliver started and the result 
was four first-half turnovers. 

Oliver had just nine yards passing in 
the opening 30 minutes. 
Northwestern tried to rally from a 
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WEST 


33-10 deficit, cutting it to 33-25, but 
the Illini scored a touchdown and then 
scored another courtesy of a pick six. 


PURDUE BOILERMAKERS 

Purdue lost its sixth-straight game to 
finish year two of the Darrell Hazell Era 
just 3-9 and 4-20 in his two seasons in 
West Lafayette. 

Hazell is the first Boilermaker coach 
to lose his first two Old Oaken Bucket 
games since Fred Akers in 1987-88. 

Purdue led 13-3 in the third quarter, 
but IU’s limited offense score 20 points 
in the game’s final 20 minutes, includ- 
ing the game-winning touchdown with 
27 seconds left. 

Boilermaker back Akeem Hunt 
rushed for a career-high 171 yards. 


WISCONSIN BADGERS 

Likely making his last home appear- 
ance, running back Melvin Gordon 
didn’t disappoint. 

The junior, who is expected to bolt for 
the NFL in 2015, ran for 151 yards and 
two scores to help his team rally against 
Minnesota, win the West and advance to 
the Big Ten Championship Game. 

Gordon set a Big Ten single-season 
rushing record on his first carry of the 
game, eclipsing former Badger great 
Ron Dayne, who amassed 2,109 yards. 

The win gave Wisconsin the Paul Bu- 
nyan Axe for the 11th straight season. 


Oregon vs Arizona Oregon Arizona Oregon 
Oklahoma vs. Oklahoma State Oklahoma Oklahoma State | Oklahoma. 
Kansas State vs. Baylor - Baylor ; Kansas State Kansas State 
Florida State vs. Georgia Tech Florida State Georgia Tech Florida State 
Alabama vs. Missouri Alabama Missouri Alabama _ 
Wisconsin vs. Ohio State ‘Wisconsin Wisconsin Wisconsin 
Marshall vs. Lousiana Tech Marshalll Marshall Marshall 
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Linebacker 1968-1970 
By Butch Rasmussen/Huskers Illustrated 


ay 


> if 


Jerry Murtaugh was 
a hot shot high school 
athlete out of Oma- 
ha North High School 
When Bob Devaney 
came calling and coaxed 
him to Nebraska on a 
full ride scholarship in 
1967. Murtaugh par- 
ticipated in three sports 
at North. In addition to 
football he was a state 
wrestling champion and 
also played baseball for 
the Vikings. 


The kid put his name in lights right away 
during his sophomore year as a Husker when 
he notched 99 tackles. He was tough and 
quick and could handle any opponent com- 
ing his way toting the pig. 

Ninty-nine tackles in a single season, 
leading the team in that category. Very im- 
pressive, right? It was to be his lowest tackle 
count as a Husker linebacker. 

As a junior in 1969 Murtaugh added 
126 tackles to his Husker total, breaking 
the single season record held by the late 
Husker All-America middle guard Wayne 
Mehlen. He added a fumble recovery and a 
pair of interceptions to help pad his resume. 

Then came his banner 1970 senior sea- 
son: AP All-America, All-Big 8, UPI Big 8 
player of the year, 142 tackles (best of his 
career), and three pass interceptions. 

Murtaugh put the cherry on top in the 
national championship game against LSU 
in the 1971 Orange Bowl. He led the team j “hilt 
with nine tackles as the vaunted Blackshirts Smoniwersitylof Nebraskalatchives.&spectal Couesticrs) 
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held LSU to 51 yards rushing. In the clas- 
sic photo from that game quarterback Jerry 
Tagge is immortalized reaching over the 
goal line in the 4th quarter for the winning 
score to whip the Tigers 17-12 and capture 
that elusive first national championship for 
Devaney and the Huskers. 

Murtaugh’s playing career at Nebraska 
finished in glory 44 years ago. 

Today, Murtaugh sits in second place all- 
time for Husker tacklers with 342 tackles. 
Barrett Ruud is number one with 432 tackles. 
Murtaugh could have had a shot at first place 
numbers if he could have played as a freshman. 
Today frosh can play. His seasons were usu- 
ally 10 or 1] games long while seasons today 
usually stretch to 13 or 14 games. Quick cal- 
culations show if Murtaugh could have played 
as a frosh and played the number of games 
played today his tackle numbers could have 
approached an additional 180 stops. 

Murtaugh admits throughout his career in 
Lincoln he was a pain in the butt for Dev- 
aney. Devaney fired John Melton, former 


Husker linebackers coach, twice because he 
couldn’t keep Murtaugh in line. According 
to Murtaugh, Devaney always hired Melton 
back the next day because he couldn’t get 
along without that good coach. 

Quarterbacks wore colored jerseys in 
practice so other players wouldn’t tackle and 
injure them. Murtaugh says he didn’t care 
what color jersey those quarterbacks wore he 
Was going to take them down anyway. Mur- 
taugh tackles the quarterback, Coach Melton 
gets fired by Devaney, Murt catches hell 
from Melton and the next day they’re all 
back doing their jobs again. 

Today, Murtaugh hosts the Legends Radio 
Show every Saturday moming on ESPN Ra- 
dio, 590 AM in Omaha. You can catch up with 
the radio show on www.legendsradioshow. 
com. Murtaugh tells me that former Husker 
greats, quarterback Van Brownson (1969-71) 
and tailback John O’ Leary (1973-75) sit in for 
him at times on the radio show. 

Murtaugh says he always took great pride 
in wearing a Husker Blackshirt and being 
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named team co-captain of the 1970 national 
championship Husker team. The Blackshirt, 
of course, is worn with pride by Husker de- 
fensive starters 

Tom Osborne gets a lot of credit for the 
success of Devaney’s consecutive national 
championship Husker teams in 1970 and 
1971. Murtaugh says Osborne was a great 
offensive genius and Devaney’s success as a 
head coach, according to Devaney was that he 
just hired the greatest assistants in the country. 

Murtaugh showed his heart’s in the right 
place when he and some other former Husk- 
er athletes established The Husker Greats 
Foundation to aid former Nebraska college 
athletes, men and women, who have expe- 
rienced hard times due to the onset of medi- 
cal problems which put them into a need for 
financial help. 

Murtaugh bowed out with this: “I want 
the Husker fans to know we will always ap- 
preciate their loyalty to all the athletes, men 
and women, at the U. They are the greatest 
fans in the country, bar none.” 


_ re ae 
Look, Feel, Function BETTER 


Owner Troy Watchorn, a former Husker Blackshirt, 
believes in helping clients fuse the mental, 
nutritional and physical components of wellness. 


year-round speed/strength 
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Dec. 6, 1997 

Texas A&M provided little resistance as Nebraska 
rolled to a 54-15 win over the Aggies in the Big 12 Con- 
ference championship game played inside the Alamodome 
in San Antonio. 

The second-ranked Cornhuskers dominated in nearly 
every facet of the game, demoralizing the Aggies in the 
first half while building a 37-3 lead at the intermission, 

“I’m pleased with the way we played,” Nebraska head 
coach Tom Osborne said. “I was especially pleased with 
how we played defensively. We had been giving up some 
points in the past few games, but today on defense we 
played some good football.” 

Nebraska’s offense was in high 
gear from the outset, scoring on all 
seven of its first-half possessions. 
The Huskers went on to pile up 536 
yards of total offense compared to 
277 for Texas A&M. 

NU senior quarterback Scott 
Frost ran his team’s offense to near 
perfection, completing 12-of-18 
passing attempts for a season-high 
201 yards. I-back Ahman Green 
rushed 34 times for 179 yards and 
three touchdowns for the Huskers. 

“I’m very disappointed in the 
way we played and I’m very im- 
pressed with Nebraska,” said R.C. 
Slocum, who suffered his most lop- 
sided loss as the Aggies head coach. 
“Nebraska was about what we ex- 
pected they’d be. They were big, 
strong well-coached and I thought 
they beat us convincingly in every 
area of the football game.” 

While the NU offense — ranked 
No. | in the nation in rushing, total 
offense and scoring — was tearing up the field, the Husker 
defense was yielding nothing. The Aggies had minus-1 
yard in offense in the first quarter. Texas A&M had 88 
total yards at halftime with 63 of those yards coming on 
one play. 

“Defensively, that was definitely as well as I’ve seen us 
play all year,” Nebraska senior rush end Grant Wistrom 
said. “Texas A&M has a great offense, but we were very 
ready to play today.” 

After being held to field-goal attempts for three straight 
possessions, the Nebraska offense got back into the end 
zone early in the second quarter. Green carried the ball in 
from 25 yards out down the sideline after taking a lengthy 
option pitch from Frost to make it 23-0. 


Dec. 7, 1996 
No. 3-ranked Nebraska’s quest to win an unprecedent- 
ed third consecutive national championship was ended as 
Texas pulled off a 37-27 upset victory in the inaugural 
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Big 12 Conference championship game at St. Louis. Long- 
horns’ quarterback James Brown, who had guaranteed vic- 
tory earlier in the week, threw a 66-yard TD pass to Wane 
McGarrity to give Texas a 30-27 lead with 8:53 and later 
sealed the victory by completing a 61-yard pass to Derek 
Lewis on a fourth-and-inches play from his own 28-yard 
line. DeAngelo Evans led the Huskers with 130 yards rush- 
ing on 32 carries, while quarterback Scott Frost completed 
15-of-24 pass attempts for 155 yards. 


Dec. 8, 2001 
Nebraska senior quarterback Eric Crouch became Ne- 
braska’s third Heisman Trophy winner, edging Florida’s 
Rex Grossman by 62 points in the vot- 
ing for college football’s top individ- 
ual honor. The 6-foot-1, 200-pounder 
from Omaha guided the Huskers to 
an I1-1 regular season and a spot 
in the BCS national championship 
game, rushing for 1,115 yards and 18 
TDs and passing for 1,510 yards and 

seven scores. 


Dec. 7, 2007 

Aleks Maric scored 19 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds to lead the 
Nebraska men’s basketball team to a 
63-51 home-court victory over Rut- 
gers at the Devaney Sports Center. 
Ryan Anderson added 14 points and 
Ade Dagunduro scored 13 points as 
the Huskers used a 24-4 scoring run 
just before halftime to take control. 


Dec. 10, 2011 
Bo Spencer scored 22 points to 
lead the Nebraska men’s basketball 
team to a 69-57 road victory at Tex- 
as Christian University. Spencer was 4-of-6 from 3-point 
range and 7-of-12 shooting from the floor overall as the 
Huskers improved to 6-3 on the season. 


Dec. 11, 1999 
Larry Florence scored eight points in a key 24-6 sec- 
ond-half run as Nebraska posted a 69-57 victory over 
Pittsburgh at the Devaney Sport Center. Florence finished 
with a game-high 18 points, while Danny Walker scored 
14 points and Steffon Bradford added 12, while Cookie 
Belcher finished with a career-high 10 assists. 


Dec. 12, 1998 
Colorado State’s Andre McKanstry scored a career-high 
24 points and the Rams held Nebraska scoreless for nearly 
11 minutes in the second half on the way to a 75-49 victory. 
Larry Florence scored 17 points and Venson Hamilton fin- 
ished with 16 points and 10 rebounds for the Huskers, who 
saw their four-game winning streak against CSU snapped. 


This Week 


with Tim Miles 
Head Men's Basketball Coach 


Huskers Illustrated reporter Lanny Holstein recently visited 
with Nebraska men’s basketball coach Tim Miles, who is 

in his third season as the head coach of the Huskers. The 
men's basketball team is off to a 5-1 start with the only 
loss coming in overtime against Rhode Island. On Dec. 1, 
the Huskers were scheduled to face Florida State in the 


; Saturday, Dec. 
ACC vs. Big Ten Challange. Nebraska then hosts Creighton Vi a D at ' 
in its annual in-state rivalry. f tlle olicals Mags ALS 
ee Hawkeye Invitational at lowa City, lowa TBD 


HI: What's slowed the offense early this year? 
TM: Our offensive efficiency isn’t very good. A lot can be 


Husker Athletics 
Friday, Dec. 5 


Women’s Swimming & Diving 
Hawkeye Invitational at Iowa City, lowa TBD 


Wrestling 
Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational at Las Vegas || a.m. 


Women’s Volleyball 


said about how Terran (Petteway) had bad game or what- Second Round NCAA Tournament at Campus Sites 
ever, but we have to get the right guys into the right spots, ; 
and that’s just not happening at this point. We’re starting Wrestling 
more slowly on offense than I expected we would. Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational at Las Vegas 11 a.m. 
HI: Can you see some similar issues to what plagued the Sunday, Dec. 7 
team early last year? Women’s Swimming & Diving 
TM: Well, this year, I think we are practicing better. We Hawkeye Invitational at lowa City, lowa TBD 
make the extra pass, and we do some of those things. We 
chart all of that and stat all of that out, but when we get in Women’s Basketball 
a game it seems like we kind of forget about it and revert Alabama at Tuscaloosa, Ala. at 2 p.m. 
back to those old, bad habits. That’s what happens when 
pressure is applied.” Men’s Basketball 
pee er Creighton at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 6 p.m. 
HI: Have you been happy with the defensive effort thus 
far? Wednesday, Dec. 10 
TM: I think our defense has been really sound, and to Men’s Basketball 
make it clear, I always view defense separately from re- Incarnate Word at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 7 p.m. 
bounding. We definitely need to improve our rebounding. 
That would make us even better defensively, but we are Thursday, Dec. 11 
really sound. Women’s Basketball 


Creighton at Sokol Arena in Omaha at 8:05 p.m. 
HI: Have you beefed up the nonconference schedule since 


taking over on purpose? Friday. Dec. 12 
TM: Yeah. I get a lot of questions about why I schedule Women’s Volleyball 
Rhode Island, UNO, Incarnate Word is 4-0 and just beat NCAA Regionals at Ames, Louisville, Seattle, Minneapolis 
Princeton. I think it’s good for us. If we don’t apply pres- 
sure to our guys before the conference, we could stack up Women’s Swimming & Diving 
some wins against some teams out there, but I think it’s Northern Iowa at Nebraska Natatorium 5 p.m. 
good for us. 
Se Saturday, Dec. 13 
HI: It seems like some of the teams you listed are flying Women’s Volleyball 


under the radar. 

TM: BTN asked me about that live the other night, how 
come we aren't playing more ranked teams, and first of all, Men’s Basketball 
we put most of our schedule together when we were picked 
last in the league, but second of all, let’s let our schedule 
prove out and see how it is at the end of the year because 
it’s impossible to predict where it’s going to be. Let’s just 
see who’s right at the end of the year. 


NCAA Regionals at Ames, Louisville, Seattle, Minneapolis 


Cincinnati at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 8 p.m. 


Women’s Basketball 
Cal State Bakersfield at Pinnacle Bank Arena at 2 p.m. 


Find more daily news at Huskerslllustrated.com ___ DECEMBER 6, 2014 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | 33 


NOR 


mtc\annle)are 


som aniiists 


. 


aker batt 


MOST OF NEBRASKA’S 
STARTING WEIGHT CLASS- 
ES ARE LOCKED UP AND 
GOOD TO GO. THEY’VE 
BEEN THAT WAY SINCE 
THE SEASON STARTED. 
WRESTLING COACH MARK 
MANNING COULD FILL 
IN THOSE NAMES IN HIS 
SLEEP, BUT ONE SPOT IN THE LINEUP RE- 
MAINS A COIN FLIP FROM WEEK TO WEEK. 

At 184 pounds, Nebraska has a defending NCAA 
qualifier in T.J. Dudley, but Raymond, Neb., native 
Aaron Studebaker is challenging him for the starting 
spot. Through the early portion of the season, the two 
have rotated in and out of the lineup. 

“It’s pretty intense, but it’s one of them things 
where Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, we are talking 
to each other and are great friends, but Thursday, Fri- 
day, Saturday, it gets down to business,” Studebaker 
said of the competition. “It gets pretty serious.” 

The two wrestlers are good friends on an off the 
mat, having bonded over the course of their short 
Husker careers. Both are sophomores, but 
it was an intense period of training a few 
years back that brought them together. 

“My redshirt freshman year for like 
60 days straight we were partners, so 
we kind of had to be (friends) because 
for a while there he and I were the 
only people at 184, the only people to 
drill with.” 

Now its not just drilling, it’s about 
getting time on the varsity mat. Stude- 
baker is 10-3 on the year and 2-0 in dual 
matches, while Dudley is 5-1 and 1-1 in 
duals. The competition is so tight that the two 
don’t even know until just before they hit the mat if 
they will be wrestling each tournament or dual. 

“We really don’t ever know until Austin Wilson 
(165) or James Green’s (157) match,” Studebaker 
said. “Coach Manning will come back, he’ll tell one 


Raymond, Neb. 
at 2010 
Distance from L 


Fl 


Year: So 
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AARON STUDEBAKER 


Birthdate: June 25, 1994 
Weight: 184 
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of us. Usually we don’t know until that day just so he 
knows that both of us are getting ready just as hard.” 

The coaches may be strategically hazy with telling 
them who is wrestling each match, but they are clear 
with Studebaker and Dudley in what they want the 
eventual starter to do. 

“They are looking for two things,” Studebaker said. 
“Right now they are looking for someone who will 
go out there and compete against the top-ranked guys 
every match. The second thing they are looking for is 
a guy that is going to go out there and get them bonus 
points, If there is a guy that’s not ranked, (Manning) 
looks for a guy that’s going to get that major, that tech 
fall. He wants a guy that’s going to work hard all the 
way through the match.” 

Studebaker and Dudley know what they need to do, 
but how each plans to get those bonus points and com- 
pete with those top wrestlers is completely different. 

The two approach their opponents with opposing 
styles. 

“The only thing we have in common is that we are 
lefties,” Studebaker said. “(Dudley) is very big on 
scrambling, stuff like that, and I’m very technically 
sound, very big on staying in position. T.J. writes his 
game plan as he goes usually.” 

The two also come from different ar- 

eas. Dudley is a South Carolina kid, 
plucked from far away to help Ne- 
braska on the mat, and Studebaker is 

a hometown kid who didn’t look at 

any school other than the one he’s at. 

The sophomore grappler said being 

a part of the home-state program is 
what inspires him to challenge Dudley 
this season. 

“Being a Husker motivates me the most, 
the great fans we have here,” he said. “‘That’s 

probably my biggest motivation, being a Husk- 
er, getting to be a Husker. It’s a great opportunity | 
have, and my next motivator is beating up on peo- 
ple. That’s always nice.” 


Population: 167 
Census 
incoln: 16 miles 


LE 


phomore 


~ Story by Lanny Holstein 


OR ST a ee BE SE a oe 


iCourtesylof|NUISportsiinformation 


REAL ESTATE 
Mortgage - Title - Insurance 


Proud To Be Your Hometown Real Estate Company 


Real Estate Agent 
Home Real Estate Pine Lake 
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JOHN FINK 


Real Estate Agent 
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Nebraska 80, University of Nebraska-Omaha 67 


The full rundown from Ne- 
braska’s 80-67 win over UNO on 
Tuesday. 


Shavon Shields: Shields was 
Mr. Consistency again for Ne- 
braska, getting a career-high 35 
points and eight rebounds on 12- 
of-16 shooting, including 4-for-4 
from 3-point range and 7-of-8 at 
the free throw line. He had 21 in 
the first half, and got Nebraska on 
track after UNO ran out to a quick 
double-digit lead. 

Terran Petteway: Petteway 
rebounded from a poor perfor- 
mance against. Rhode Island 
to finish with 20 points and 12 
rebounds against UNO. The re- 
bounding was particularly impor- 
tant, as Nebraska owned a 42-28 
advantage on the glass. 


UNO head coach Darrin 
Hansen on Shavon Shields: “He 
has made tremendous progress. 
To see him play in high school 
and AAU and then to see him 
here with his development--Tim 
and his staff have done it has been 
tremendous. He was really good 
down the stretch, we couldn’t 
do anything with him five six or 
seven feet away from the basket. 
He was too quick with the ball 
and was good with his back to the 
basket. He could face up and do 
some things, his skill level — he 
has obviously worked at it.” 

Tim Miles on inserting 
Benny Parker into the lineup: 
“IT wasn’t happy with the way 
We were starting games, so that 
completely solved that problem,” 
Miles said. “That was sarcasm, so 
put sarcasm behind that in paren- 
thesis. | just think, I want to play 
Tarin. | want to play Benny, obvi- 
ously. This allowed Tai to come 
in for Terran or Shavon, and not 
have to be fourth in the pecking 
order.” 

Miles on 


Shields’ consis- 


tency: “I’m scared to think of 


the consequence of it not being 


Story by Michael Bruntz + Photos by Mitch Otto/Huskers Ilustrated 


Kentucky. He scored/35) 
points inja\win over UNO: 


consistent...He’s really been a 
rock for us. He’s been our go-to 
guy. He’s very capable. He’s an 
all-league player. | said that last 
year.” 

Benny Parker on getting the 
start: “It was a little different be- 
cause the last two years I’ve been 
a role guy coming off the bench 
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and bringing energy. I started my 
freshman year, so it kind of re- 
minded me of that. I just had to 
get used to it, and I got back into 
the flow of the game once we got 
past those first four minutes.” 


Nebraska again started the 


game slowly, but part of that was 
due to Omaha shooting the lights 
out. The Mavericks made seven 
of their first eight shots, and took 
a 23-7 lead just five minutes into 
the game. Nebraska took UNO’s 
first shot on the chin, but didn’t 
seem to be overly rattled. If the 
game is on the road, is the result 


different? 

— Tim Miles gave Benny Parker 
the start on Tuesday, and went to his 
bench early when things started to go 
south early. Credit to Moses Abra- 
ham, who grabbed four key rebounds 
as Nebraska dialed up the pressure 
and clawed back into the game. Tai 
Webster played off the ball, both with 
Benny Parker and Tarin Smith, and 
was disruptive on defense, though he 
didn’t give much offensively. 

— Tai Webster caught an earful 
from Tim Miles during a timeout, 
but got more aggressive in the sec- 
ond half to finish with 10 points and 
five assists. It wasn’t a flashy perfor- 
mance, but Nebraska will take that 
kind ofa line from Webster, especial- 
ly if it continues into conference play. 
With Walter Pitchford’s struggles on 
offense, Webster has filled in at times 
giving Nebraska another option. 

— Moses Abraham had his best 
game as a Husker on Tuesday, fin- 
ishing with seven rebounds and two 
blocks. He was on the floor for a 
good chunk of Nebraska’s run in the 
first half where the Huskers pulled 
even with UNO. Abraham isn’t go- 
ing to give Nebraska much of any- 
thing on the offensive end, but he 
can add a little defensive toughness. 

— One positive to take from the 
Huskers’ effort was on the glass, 
where Nebraska  out-rebounded 
UNO 42-28. That’s even more im- 
pressive given the fact that Nebraska 
didn’t collect its first defensive re- 
bound of the game until nearly seven 
minutes into the game. UNO man- 
aged just seven offensive rebounds 
in the game, a sharp turnaround from 
Nebraska’s loss to Rhode Island. 

— Nebraska continues to turn the 
ball over at a high rate, doing it 20 
times against UNO. Tim Miles said 
his team hasn’t been turning the ball 
over in practice. It’s a stat that bears 
watching going forward, though, as 
extra possessions will put more stress 
on Nebraska’s defense with extra 
possessions. 

— One good sign? Miles said his 
team was poised and not panicking 
after falling behind in the opening | 
minutes. “I’m OK with their mental- 
ity, we just have to get them playing 
better,” Miles said. ‘“That’s my job.” 


Freshman Tarin Smith brings the ball 
up the court. earlier this season. 
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WimiaBaskethall 


Rhode Island 66, Nebraska 62 OT 
KU transfer Andrew White —_— se 


played in the scrimmage earlier 
this fall. He is trying to make 
himself better in his season off 
so he can have the impact that 
Terran Petteway (right) has had 
since transferring\to Nebraska. 


38 | HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED | DECEMBER 6, 2014 


Shavon Shields’ 25 points and nine rebounds 
weren’t enough to overcome 37 percent shooting and 
16 turnovers as Nebraska fell 66-62 to Rhode Island 
in overtime on Saturday. 

The No. 21 Huskers never got in an offensive 
rhythm, as evidenced by Terran Petteway’s 5-for-18 
performance to go along with eight turnovers. Ne- 
braska was also out-rebounded 49-36 in the contest. 

“We have to be a better rebounding team, but we’re 
not there,” Nebraska head coach Tim Miles said on 
his post-game radio show. “16 turnovers and nine, 10 
bad shots. In a close game on the road, you can’t give 
that many opportunities to your opponent.” 

Despite all that, Nebraska still found itself in a 
one-possession game late in regulation and late in 
overtime. But the Huskers didn’t have an answer for 
Jared Terrell, who scored six of his 12 points in over- 
time. 

Terrell, who was just 2-of-12 in regulation, took 
advantage of a scramble and got loose in the corner 
for a 3-pointer to give URI a three-point lead. On the 
next possession, Terrell gave the hosts a four-point 
lead, hitting a tough 3-pointer in the corner over 
Shields to push the lead to 59-55. 

Nebraska, which falls to 2-1 on the season ran off 
five straight points to cut a 62-55 deficit to 63-60 af- 
ter a pair of Petteway free throws with 50.4 seconds 
left. After a timeout, the Huskers forced an errant 
shot, but could not get the rebound as E.C: Matthews 
hit a foul shot to push the lead back to four. Pette- 
way’s basket with four seconds left cut the deficit to 
64-62, but Matthews was fouled and clinched the win 
with a pair of free throws. 
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2014-15 Men’s Basketball Schedule 


| Nov. 6, 2014 SW Minnesota (Exh) | Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 83-61 


Nov. 16, 2014 W, 80-61 
Nov. 18, 2014 Central Arkansas Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 82-56 
Nebraska-Omaha Pinnacle Bank Arena | W, 80-67 


GS 
= 


Dec. 10, 2014 Incarnate Word Pinnacle Bank Arena 
Dec. 13, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p. 
Dec. 22, 2014 Honolulu, Hawaii ] 


= 
= 


J 
Dec. 1, 2014 at Florida State Tallahassesee, Fla. 6 


Dec. 7, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 6 p 


De 

> 
= 
= 


| Dec. 23, 2014 Wich, State/Loyola Honolulu, Hawaii 
| Dec. 25, 2014 Honolulu, Hawaii | TBA 
| Dec. 31, 2014 Pinnacle Bank Arena | TBA 


Jan. 5, 2015 a Iowa City, lowa 8 p.m. 


at Iowa 


Jan. 8, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 
Jan. 11 5 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 15, 2015 Madison, Wisconsin 8 p.m. 

| Jan. 20, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 7:30 p.m. 


. 31, 2015 Minneapolis, Minn. | 5 p.m. 
| Feb. 3, 2015 Northwestern Pinnacle Bank Arena | 6:30 p.m. 
| Feb. 7, 2015 
Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 
Feb. 19, 2015 at Maryland * College Park, Md. 6 p.m. 
| Feb. 26, 2015 6p.m., 
March 4, 2015 9pm. 


| March 8,2015 | Maryland * Pinnacle Bank Arena | TBA 
] 


* 


Matthews led Rhode Island (3-0) with 26 points and 10 rebounds while 
Terrell finished with 12 for the winners. 

Though Rhode Island students rushed the court following the win, the 
turnovers and Pittway’s struggles, Miles said he was impressed that this 
team still had a shot to win the game late. 

“I think you have to go through an experience like this early in the 
year... you really find out a lot about yourself and it’s important that you 
do,” Miles said. 
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Maikabasketballl 


Tear’a Laudermill goes up 
for a shot during a game 
earlier this season. 


Mitch Otto/Huskers Illustrated 
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2014-15 Womens Basketball Schedule 


Wayne State (Exh) W, 84-43 
W, 78-46 
Nov. 16, 2014 W, 83-49 
Nov. 19, 2014 W, 82-61 
Nov. 23, 2014 W, 66-43 
Nov. 28, 2014 W, 71-66 
Nov. 30, 2014 2 pam. 
Dec. 3, 2014 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7, 2014 2 pam. 
Dec. 11, 2014 Omaha, Neb. 8:05 p.m. 
2 pam. 
7:30 pm. 
Jan. 11, 2015 2 p.m. 
6pm. 
Jan. 19, 2015 6 p.m. 
Jan. 26, 2015 Iowa City, Iowa 8 p.m. | 
Feb. 1, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 2 p.m. 
Feb. 5, 2015 Piscataway, N.J. 
Feb. 8, 2015 College Park, MD 3 p.m. 

Feb. 12, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 8 p.m. 

Feb, 15, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | 2 p.m. 

Feb. 18, 2015 Evanston, Illinois 7 p.m, 

Feb. 21, 2015 Bloomington, Ind. | TBA 

Feb. 24, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena 


March 1, 2015 Pinnacle Bank Arena | TBA 
March 4, 2015 Chicago, Ill. TBA 
March 5, 2015 Chicago, Ill. TBA 
March 6, 2015 Chicago, IIL TBA 
March 7, 2015 Chicago, III TBA 
March 8, 2015 Chicago, Ill. TBA 
March 20, 2015 TBA TBA 


then went nearly seven minutes without a field goal in the final 7:30 of the 
game, as Nebraska prevailed. 

For the game, UCLA hit just 35.8 percent (24-67) of its shots from 
the floor, including 8-of-20 threes. The Bruins were 10-of-15 at the free 
throw line and committed 18 turnovers, including 10 in the second half. 

Jordin Canada led four Bruins in double figures with 14 points, six as- 
sists and six steals. Kari Korver added 13 points, including 11 points ina 
span of just two minutes after Nebraska cut the Bruin lead to two points 
at 39-37 with 13:30 left in the game. Nirra Fields added a double-double 
with 10 points and 10 rebounds, while Costa added 10 points of her own. 


a A 0 
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Wi Around zHorn...... 


Julia Bond bowls for the 
Huskers earlier this season. 


Rachel Martin smashed the program’s 
previous individual air rifle record this 
past week when the sophomore fired a 
597 against Alaska-Fairbanks. As a team 
though, the Huskers lost to the Nanooks 
4,657-4,700. 

In smallbore, senior Kelsey Hansen 
fired a 583 and Denise Martin finished with 
a 579 to help the Huskers keep pace with 
Alaska-Fairbanks. Nebraska’s team small- 
bore score was 2,313. 

Ryan Anderson scored a 584 and Soren 
Butler tallied a 583 for Alaska-Fairbanks. 
The Nanooks finished with a total small- 
bore score of 2,324. 

The Huskers trailed after smallbore, 
and despite Martin’s score, the team was 
not able to rally and come away with the 
victory due to great performances by Alas- 
ka’s Sagen Maddalena and Ryan Ander- 
son. Maddalena came one point away from 
a perfect score, firing a 599 and Anderson 
ended the day with a 595, The team’s total 
air rifle score was 2,376. 

The match finished up the 2014 sched- 
ule for the Husker rifle team. The team fin- 
ished at 6-3. It won't compete again until 
Jan. 17 when it travels to West Virginia to 
take on the Mountaineers. 


The No.! ranked Nebraska bowling 


team won its third straight tournament of 


the 2014-15 season at the Track Kat Klash 
in Houston, Texas this past week. 

On the final day of the three-day-com- 
petition, NU beat rival Arkansas State 4-3 
in the best-of-seven Baker Format match 
to win the 18-team tournament, hosted by 
defending NCAA Champion Sam Houston 
State. 

Nebraska Coach Bill Straub was im- 
pressed with how the Huskers competed at 
the talent-rich event. Straub said that even 
with tough lane conditions throughout the 
weekend, NU responded nicely for the 
tournament win. 

“It was a very difficult tournament this 
week, there was a whole lot more adjust- 
ments that needed to be made, from very 
demanding lanes,” Straub said. “Fortunate- 
ly we had something going for us that the 
rest of the field did not have, right through 
the lineup one through eight are more even- 


Courtesy of NU Sports Information — 


ly skilled than the rest of the field. Thank- 
fully for us, the only downside we have is 
trying to decide who gets to compete.” 

Straub said that with all the depth the 
Huskers have, it is difficult trying to get ev- 
eryone playing time. 

“We are just very deep, it is difficult 
to try and make everyone happy by giv- 
ing them playing time, but we are blessed 
to have really great people on our team,” 
Straub said. “I don’t just mean good at 
bowling, but really good people in general. 
It helps us.” 

Senior two-time all-American — Liz 
Kuhlkin led the way for the Huskers. She 
placed third in the individual standings with 
a game average of 215.50. Kuhlkin had a 
high score of 277 over the weekend, with a 
total pinfall of 1,293 in six games. 


The Nebraska swimming and diving 
team wrapped up competition at the Miz- 
zou Invitational this past week, holing 
off Illinois on the final day to claim third- 
place. Nebraska (513) trailed only Missouri 
(1,118) and Florida International (586). 
Nebraska was led by Nicole Schwery, who 
won the platform dive, Taryn Collura, who 
took fourth-place in the 100-yard freestyle, 
and Julia Roller, who took fifth-place in the 
200-yard butterfly. 
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Liz Kuhikin placed third 
individually/atthetrack Kat 
Klashin Houston, texas. 


Courtesy of NU Sports Information 


Find more daily news at Huskerslillustrated.com 


with Bri Zabierek 


Sophomore Bowler 


How intense is bowling at Nebraska compared to high school? 
BZ: It’s definitely a lot different. I was on a pretty competitive high 
school team before I came to Nebraska. I’m from a suburb of Chicago. 
We were always talented, but coming to the top ranked team in the 
nation the past 10 years is something in itself. It’s a lot more exciting. 
There's a lot more pressure. There are a lot higher standards. 


How important are all the drills Coach Straub emphasizes? 
BZ: It’s definitely a different style of bowling. They focus on fun- 
damentals more than anything. I never really appreciated having a 
straight arm swing or a straight walk until I came here. Focusing on 
those things makes you more consistent, and that’s why you always 
see Nebraska in the top five teams in the nation every single year. 


Where does the NCAA Championships last year rank in 
terms of the coolest things you've been a part of? 

BZ: It was a huge lift last year. We had lost Coach Straub for the second 
half of the season due to him being sick, and we really had to pull to- 
gether as a team and fight for each other. Although we lost in the final, 
we wouldn't change a single thing that we did all year. We were so cohesive last 
year. That's all it takes to get to that. 


Does being ranked No. 1 feel good? 

BZ: I definitely think that it’s harder to be on top than it is dimbing to- 
wards the top. When you are fighting against other teams to get that 
No. 1 spot, you have a lot more drive, whereas when you are on top, you 
have to be consistent, you have to be aware of what you are doing. For 
some teams, not necessarily us, it kind of gets lackadaisical. I feel like it's a lot more 
pressure to be on top, but of course, we wouldn't change that. 

How stiff is the competition among teammates? 

BZ: I can wholeheartedly say that any player who starts for our team 
or goes in is going to do well. We have 10 girls on our team, and all 
10 of them are talented enough to start. As much as it is a curse, it’s 
also a blessing. I’m thankful for all the talent we have on our team. If 
anything, it just makes us closer as a group. 


Have you ever rolled a perfect game? 

BZ: I have. It was in practice, actually right before the season started. I 
was with my teammate Melanie Crawford. We were at Sun Valley Lanes, 
and I was practicing really hard over the summer and had done a couple 
individual toumaments and finished pretty well. I was feeling really good 
before the season started. We just went there to practice before the season, and I 
rolled a perfect game. 

Is that pretty rare? How many of the girls on the team have 
done that? 

BZ: I want to say all of them have done it. There are different shots, 
different pattems on the lanes, different patterns of oil. We played on 
house shot in high school, which is very easy to score on, so you can 
put a house shot out, and get relatively high scoring no matter what tournament 
you are in. We play on a challenge shot in college, but even the professionals do 
it on their really tough patterns, so it can be done. 


Is that why you came 
to Nebraska? Because it 
was the No. 1 bowling 
school in the nation? 
BZ: It’s definitely a key 
factor. I knew I wanted 
to bowl competitively, and I didn’t 
want to go too far from home. 
Coach had recruited me, and when 
I came on my visit, the academics 
were amazing, I fell in love with 
the campus, and the girls were 
amazing. It seemed like a perfect 
fit, and the fact that they had just 
won that national title right after I 
visited was the cherry on top. 


What did you think of 
coach Straub the first 
time you met him? 
BZ: He was pretty intimi- 
dating because of how 
tall he is, but getting to know 
Coach Straub and Coach Klempa 
as well, they are really great 
people even off the lanes. They 
help with school, family. If you 
need anything, they are their for 
you. I learned that very quickly. 


How do you cel- 
ebrate strikes? 

BZ: We just yell really 
loud. It’s pretty excit- 
ing. I don’t know if 
you know the Baker format, but we 
do that a lot in college bowling. It’s 
where the leadoff bowler is going to 
bowl the first and the sixth frame, 
the second bowler the second and 
the seventh, so it’s a really good 
way to build team chemistry. When 
you have to get a couple strikes in 
a row, and you aren’t depending 
solely on yourself, it’s really exciting 
when your teammate strikes or you 
double or something like that. We 
yell really loud. 


~As interviewed by Huskers 
Illustrated's Lanny Holstein 
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tobe consistent “fe 
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MARYLAND’S ASHLYN 
MACGREGOR WAS ON 
A GOOD SERVING RUN 
WHEN THE TERRAPINS 
FACED NEBRASKA NOV. 
17 AT THE DEVANEY 
CENTER.MACGREGOR 
SERVED SIX-STRAIGHT 
POINTS DURING THE 
THIRD SET, BUT EVEN- 
TUALLY THE  HUSK- 
ERS TURNED THINGS 
AROUND. THEY DID 
THAT BY PUTTING THE 
SERVE RECEIVE IN THE 
HANDS OF SOPHOMORE 


KADIE ROLFZEN. 
“They were serving in 
between her and Sydney 


(Townsend) so we just told 
Kadie * You take it,’”” Nebraska 
coach John Cook said. “There 
was some confusion. It was 
coming in there so fast. They 
were hesitating who should 
take it between her and Syd- 
ney. At some point you just 
say, ‘It’s yours. You take it.’ 
And then there is no decision 
making.” 

That’s the kind of decisive- 
ness Cook wants to see from 
Rolfzen. He wants her to be- 
come the take-charge type the 
Huskers can go to in the clutch. 

She’s not there yet, but she’s 
working on it. 

“I think her next step is 
when she realizes she has to be 
the big-time player who car- 
ries the team in crunch time,” 
Cook said. “I’m just not sure 
she’s embraced that yet. There 
are some matches she has and 
some she hasn’t.” 

Rolfzen, a 6-foot-3 outside 
hitter, did that in high school 
at Papillion-La Vista South 
where she starred along with 
twin sister Amber and setter 
Kelly Hunter, both now team- 
mates on the Huskers although 
Hunter is redshirting this sea- 
son. 

Rolfzen had a bit of a shoul- 


2014 Nebraska Volleyball Schedule 
Devaney Center | White 3-1 
Nein 2] ae a a 
ESTO 
riyerRaerinne] 

Sept. 5, 2014 
I 
[Sept.12,2014 | Denver____| Devaney Center | W,3-0 (4-2) | 
W, 3-0(5-2) 
Sen.24 2011 [low Dey ner [3.0037 
W,3-1 (9-3) 
3.204 
W311 (10-4) 
L3-0(10-5)_| 
W.3-0(11-5) 
|Oct.18,2014 | Ilinois* Devaney Center | L, 3-1 (11-6) 
W.3:2 (12-6) 
Madison, Wis. | L, 3-0(12-7) 
Oct 31,2014 | Rutgers* | Piscataway, NJ_| W,3-0(13-7) 
Nov. 5, 2014 W,3-0(15-7) 
Nov.8,2014 | Indiana* ‘| Devaney Center } W,3-0(16-7) | 
W.3.1 (17-7) 
3087) 
W.3-0(19-7) 
Nov. 22, 2014 W, 3-0 (20-7) 
Nov.26,2014 [Iillinois* | Champaign, ml_| 1, 3-2 (20-8) 
pwonatiurney fT ___t__ 
becca [rad [eg [ian 
635 pm. | 


der problem to start her fresh- 
man season in 2014, but then 
jumped right into the Husker 
lineup and notched 13 double- 
doubles along with eight match- 
es with 15 or more kills to earn 
AVCA third-team All-American 
honors. Cook has seen improve- 
ment in Rolfzen this season. 

“TI think Kadie’s defense 


has gotten better,” Cook said. 
“She’s served really well this 
year. She’s passing about the 
same. Blocking, 
she’s awesome and some days 
she needs to be a lot more dis- 
ciplined. | think her attacking 
numbers aren’t as good as last 
year but she’s hitting a lot more 
out of the back row which 


some days 


; Illustrated.com hee 


causes those numbers to come 
down a little bit.” 

Becoming the go-to player 
isn’t something Kadie Rolfzen 
has really been thinking about 
this season. The Huskers have 
spread that role around among 
the Rolfzen twins along with 
outside hitter Kelsey Fien. 

“TI feel like this year if 
Kelsey Fien is going off, Mary 
(Pollmiller) keeps setting her,” 
Kadie Rolfzen said. “Or if Am- 
ber is going off Mary keeps 
setting her. Instead of that one 
go-to person, sometimes it’s 
Amber, sometimes it’s Fien, 
sometimes it’s me. Whoever is 
hot, that’s who we keep going 
to.” 

At this point in time, that’s 
how Kadie thinks it should be. 

“T feel like we win as a team, 
we lose as a team,” 
“We don’t win as one player or 
lose as one player. | feel like if 
I’m on, if Fien is on, that’s who 
we go to.” 

Both Rolfzens graduated 
early from high school and 
joined the Husker program in 
January of 2013. Kadie said 
college was different than she 
thought it would be, but differ- 
ent in a good way. 

“Coming into college ev- 


she said. 


eryone is good and I feel that 
in itself makes us as fresh- 
men be better right away,” she 
said. “As a whole class we all 
stepped up to that, made good 
changes and adjusted well.” 

That early entrance to col- 
lege also gave the Rolfzens 
time to adjust to college life 
in a more relaxed atmosphere 
than if they came in the fall. 

“We still had practice and 
stuff, but I feel like coming in 
we were able to see what the 
schedule was going to be like, 
what we have to do on week- 
ends, all that stuff.” Kadie said. 
“It was a nice transition from 
high school.” 
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BIG TEN TOURNAMENT COMING? 

John Cook said there is a very good chance 
the Big Ten will have a season-ending tourna- 
ment as early as next season. 

It will be a different format than what most 
conferences do for basketball. Instead, it will 
be one match for each team. The conference 
will be divided up into east and west divisions 
based on time zones 
Indiana or Purdue will have to be in the west. 

The division winners will play each other 
for the conference title, just like they do in 
football. The site of the conference champion- 
ship will be at the home of the east winner one 
year while the west will host the next. Every 
team in the conference will get one match. 
The No. 2 seeds will play, the No. 3 seeds 
and on down the line.The teams will play a 
19-match conference season. Teams will play 


/ ahome-and-home with every other team in the 


» division and play each team in the opposite di- 


vision once. 

“We can have an East and West champion 
like football does,” Cook said. “So you get 
more champions and you get a true champi- 
on. This year nobody feels like there is a true 
champion.” 

Wisconsin will likely win the conference 
ttle this season, but the Badgers didn’t have 
to play at Penn State or at Nebraska. 

Cook said the coaches will submit this pro- 
posal very soon and thinks it will go through. 

“I proposed this two years ago and I pro- 
posed it last year,” Cook said. “The Illinois 
coach is proposing something similar, so now 
it’s not totally Nebraska’s idea so it will go. 
That’s what | think.” 


RECRUITING CLASS LOADED 

Cook announced his 2015 recruiting class 
earlier in November. It includes two scholar- 
ship and two walk-on, including one he says 
could be the best walk-on in the country. 

Mikaela Foecke (6-foot-3, MB, Fort Madi- 
son, lowa) and Kenzie Maloney (libero, Lou- 
isville, Kentucky) are the scholarship players. 
The walk-ons are Tiani Reeves of Gothenburg 
and setter Brooke Smith from Weatherford, 
Texas. 


Foecke is the prize of the class. She was 
ranked the No. 2 prospect nationally by Pre- 


with the exception of 


pVolleyball.com and was MaxPreps 2013 Ju- 
nior Volleyball Player of the Year after aver- 
aging more than six kills a set for Holy Trinity — 
High School a year ago. 

Cook said they will likely start with Foecke 
as an outside hitter when she joins the team 
next year. He said she might even play all the 
way around the rotation. 

Foeke ended her career as lowa’s all-time © 
leader in kills in the rally-scoring era of high 
school volleyball. 

“Her hitting efficiency is .630. I’m not 
even sure we can do that in warmups with an 
open net,” Cook said. “She’s had an impres- 
sive career.” 

Reeves will join the Huskers as a walk-on | 
but will likely receive a scholarship before too 
long. She is also a standout track and field ath- 
lete, having won Class C state titles last spring | —{ 
in the long jump (18 feet, 6 inches) and the * 
triple jump (38-11) while finishing second in 
the 200-meter dash. 

“Tiani Reeves is one of the best athletes in 
the state,” Cook said. “This summer Tiani was 
one of the best athletes at our elite camp and 
blew the entire coaching staffaway by the lev- 
el of her improvement with the short amount 
of time she has been focusing on volleyball.” 


HUSKERS HOT IN NOVEMBER 

The Huskers took an eight-match winning 
streak into the final week of the regular sea- 
son. Cook pointed out that if they won eight 
more in a row, they would be national cham- 
pions. 

That idea didn’t seem as far fetched in late 
November as it did in late October when the 
Huskers were 12-7. 

The schedule got easier for much of the — 
month with several matches against teams at 
the bottom of the conference, but Cook said ; 
the Huskers also played much better volley- 
ball. Sweeps over Purdue and Michigan were 
impressive. 

“Michigan was a really good test for us,” 
Cook said. “Even though Michigan’s record | 
isn’t that great, they still waxed us up there. 
They just played Penn State really tough and ~ 
they should have beaten Wisconsin a — be 
ago. So that team has been playing really well. 
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| | t | | 25. Retumed blocked field goal for touchdown vs. Minnesota 
15 26. De"’Momay Pierson-El's year in school 
ra 4 ry tt de 27. Jake Cotton's brother and teammate 
Ez Zz | 4 28, Opponent in 2016 opener 
29, Frank Solich’s current school 
aaatia a | 30. Leading tackler vs. Minnesota 
ae em P| 
ee Ins 


6. Head strength coach 


28 a : 
PTET TTT 8 et win 
aH asia 


NU’s division in Big Ten 
Wears No. 7 (offense) 


Blocked field goal vs. Minnesota 
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2010 All-America place-kicker 
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2010 All-America defensive back 
11. Caught a season-long 73-yard pass vs. Minnesota 
27 13. Wears No. 41 (defense) 


9, NU’s bowl game after 2012 season 

21. Offensive lineman in Nebraska Hall of Fame 2014 class 
fl a ee td Pd 22. Opponent in 2015 opener 

2 rt 23. Ameer Abdullah’s home state 


24. Ex-Husker center, now with Detroit Lions 
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